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I. Program Overview

!
You and your students are about to embark on an adventure 
of cross-cultural discovery. Since 1996, Creative Connections 
has facilitated ArtLink exchanges among students in the USA 
and fifty-six countries on five different continents. !
Guided by dedicated teachers, thousands of young students 
have had the opportunity to share their culture and way of  
life through the creation and exchange of artwork. Many  
partner classes also take advantage of the opportunity to 
meet  through live videoconferences and on 
www.culturalexchangeonline.org, a site where partners can 
post videos or exchange questions and answers. !
Program Goals 
ArtLink’s curriculum helps students expand their world view to 
build both Global Competence and 21st Century Learning 
Skills. ArtLink participants will: !
•	
 Expand their awareness, understanding and 

appreciation of the lives of peers living in 
another country 

•	
 Gain a new perspective into their own culture 
•	
 Learn cross-cultural communication skills 

through written and video exchanges 
•	
 Discover the power of art to convey cultural 

norms and values !
What is Global Competence? 
Global Competence is the capacity and disposition to 
understand and act on issues of global significance  
(“Educating for Global Competence,” Asia Society, 2011:  
http://asiasociety.org/files/book-globalcompetence.pdf ). !
What are 21st Century Learning Skills? 
21st Century Learning Skills are the essential capabilities for 
students to succeed in today’s world. These skills, often 
referred to as the four C’s – Communication, Collaboration, 
Creativity and Critical Thinking – provide the foundation for 
mastery of core academic subjects as well as success in work 
and life (“Framework for 21st Century Learning,” Partnership 
for 21st Century Skills, 2011: http://www.p21.org/storage/
documents/1.__p21_framework_2-pager.pdf ). !
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!
What are 21st Century Learning Skills? (continued) !Communication 
•	
 Articulate thoughts and ideas effectively using oral, 

written and nonverbal communication skills in a variety of 
forms and contexts (including multiple media and 
technologies)	
 	


•	
 Be open and responsive to new and diverse perspectives; 
incorporate group input and feedback into work !

Collaboration 
•	
 Demonstrate ability to work effectively and respectfully 

with diverse teams 
•	
 Assume shared responsibility for collaborative 

work and value the individual contributions made 
by each team member !

Creativity 
•	
 Elaborate, refine, analyze and evaluate their own ideas in 

order to improve and maximize creative efforts 
•	
 Develop, implement and communicate new ideas to 

others effectively !
Critical Thinking 
•	
 Effectively analyze and evaluate evidence, arguments, 

claims and beliefs 
•	
 Analyze and evaluate major alternative points of view 
•	
 Interpret information and draw conclusions based on the 

best analysis 
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Month Activity Description
Check 
Your 

Progress

Month 1 
September

Launch 
Creative Connections forms a 
unique partnership between your 
class in the USA and one in another 
country.

• Download and print handbook and 
partner profile 

• Introduce program to students 
• Complete Pre-Exchange Survey online 
• Begin creating art

Months 2 & 3 
October & 
November

Students Create Art 
Students create individual art 
pieces for their partner class that 
illustrate meaningful aspects of 
their own culture within the year’s 
theme.

• Complete art 
• Fill out Artist Description Sheets ADS 
• Classes examine their own artwork 
• Art with ADSs attached sent to Creative 

Connections with Packing List

Month 4 
December

Processing the Art 
The art is sent to our USA office and 
then exchanged between partner 
classes. 

• Creative Connections reviews, translates 
and processes all art 

• Jury selects art for International 
Children’s Art Exhibit 

Month 5 
January

Examining and Responding to 
Partner’s Art 

Students examine and analyze 
their partner class’ art. 

• Receive partner class’ art and 
international art portfolio 

• Videoconferences are scheduled

Months 6 & 7 
February & 

March

Communicating 
Insights and follow-up questions are 
shared with partners through the 
following:     
                                                        • Response Form 

• Live Videoconference 

• Video/Audio/Blog postings on 
www.culturexchangeonline.org

• Register and share with partner teachers 
at  www.culturexchangeonline.org 

• Videoconferences and dialoguing 
• Complete Post-Exchange Survey online 
• Recommended: Classes share 

exchanged art and insights with 
schoolmates and community  

Months 8 & 9 
April & May

Art Exhibit 
International Children’s Art Exhibit 
in Connecticut. !Art is also exhibited on our website  
www.creativeconnections.org !

• Visit the International Children’s Art 
Exhibit in Connecticut 

• Complete Response Form 
• Complete Program Evaluation (online)
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Planning and Creating the Art 
!
Quality of the Art 
While the purely artistic merits of pieces will vary, we ask that 
the works of each class be thoughtfully produced. All art pieces 
should be complete and not rushed. These exchanges are 
between classes comprised of young artists with a wide range of 
ability. Your class’ work will often be on display in your partner’s 
school for several weeks. Your class should be proud of their 
work and send their best efforts.  

At least one piece of art from your class will be selected for 
inclusion on our website and/or in our annual International 
Children’s Art Exhibit, which will be displayed locally in the USA. 

Size 
Please keep the dimensions of each student’s art piece to a 
maximum of 11” x 17” (28 cm x 43 cm). 

Media 
A variety of media is encouraged. We have received work 
rendered in pencil, colored pencil, crayon, water color, paint, 
pastel, craypas, pen and ink, felt-tip marker and fabric. We have 
also received silkscreen prints, photography projects and 
collages created from a variety of man-made and natural 
materials. 

When choosing your media, remember that the art will need to 
travel safely over vast distances. 

The Artist Description Sheet (ADS) 
Every piece of art is required to include an ADS written by the 
student. It includes a brief description of the piece and why the 
artist chose the subject. The ADS should also include a photo. 

A template of the ADS and guidance on its preparation can be 
found in the lesson plans. 

Program ID# 
Your Partner Profile will include a program identification 
number. This ID# is unique to your exchange and it is critically 
important for maintaining proper recordkeeping during 
processing at Creative Connections. We ask that you include this 
number on all correspondence. 

I. Program Overview
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Art Shipping and Processing 
!

The Art is a Gift 
Students are sending their art to their partner class as a gift. 
Students will not be getting it back. 

You may reproduce your class’ art before sending it. You may use 
the reproductions in any display. 

• All art pieces need to have a fully completed Artist 
Description Sheet ADSs with a photograph attached to 
the art piece. All ADSs must include your program ID#. 

• Please include the Packing List (located on Page 10) with 
your class’ art collection. 

• Allow 7 days for the package to reach our office at:                           
Mathews Park, 303 West Avenue, Norwalk, CT 06850 USA 

• If you are an international partner who needs financial 
assistance to cover shipping costs, please contact us well 
before the deadline.  We will provide you with a DHL 
number. 

We review and process all the pieces, including the Artist 
Description Sheets. 

A jury of artists and educators select at least one piece from 
each class for this year’s online and/or live International 
Children’s Art Exhibits.  

High quality reproductions of the selected pieces and the 
originals (all with ADSs) are then shipped to the partner class. 

Important Note 

The pieces we select for the International Children’s Art Exhibit 
and other applications become the property of                       

Creative Connections. 

We use these pieces for a range of educational purposes, 
including “live” and website exhibitions, classroom workshops 

and for public relations purposes. We may also use 
reproductions of the pieces to share with art educators and 

young artists around the world and in other ways to support 
Creative Connections’ mission of providing cultural education 

programs to the world’s children in the years ahead.

I. Program Overview
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Re: Art collection being sent to  

Creative Connections, Mathews Park, 303 West Avenue, Norwalk, CT 06850 USA 

!
Program ID# ______________________________Date _____________________________ 

Teacher’s Name _____________________________________Grade___________________ 

School ____________________________________________________________________ 

Country ___________________________________________________________________ 

Partner’s Name _____________________________________________________________ 

Partner’s School ____________________________________________________________ 

Partner’s Country ___________________________________________________________ 

Class size _______________Number of art pieces ___________________________ 

Number of Artist Description Sheets ADSs included __________________________   

All with photo? (circle one)   yes    no  some 

!
For Creative Connections’ use 

Date received _______________________________ 

Notes___________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

Packing List

I. Program Overview
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!
The International ArtLink Portfolio 

We will send you a link to a digital portfolio containing some 
insightful ArtLink pieces we have received from a variety of our 
partner countries. These pieces will broaden your students’ 
experience. If you plan to mount a school display of your 
partner’s art and photographs of your own class’ art, you can 
add these additional pieces. Your display will provide viewers 
with insights into the culture of children from around the world. !
Please let us know in advance if you need a hard copy of the 
portfolio in order for us to include it along with your partner’s art. ! !

Art Exhibitions 
!In-School Art Exhibit with Student-Led Tours 
Many of our partner classes around the world mount their own 
exhibits in their classrooms, school corridors or community 
centers. Typically the exhibit is comprised of: 

• The original pieces created by their partners  

• Copies of their own pieces 

• Art found in the ArtLink International Art Portfolio (digital 
or hard copy) 

• Artist Description Sheets that accompany each art piece 

We encourage you to invite other classes, family members and 
members of the community to view this exhibit, with your 
students giving guided tours while sharing their cultural 
discoveries and insights. 

International Children’s Art Exhibit 
The pieces selected for the show will be featured on our website 
exhibit at: www.creativeconnections.org  and/or in a 
Connecticut public exhibition. 

All artists will be invited to our International Children’s Art 
Exhibit and opening reception. 
Selected pieces may also be taken to area classrooms, libraries, 
museums, etc. for exhibits and art workshops.

I. Program Overview
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ArtLink Videoconference 
Classes who have registered for ArtLink with Videoconferencing 
will meet their partners in a live 45-60 minute session that is 
fully facilitated by the staff of Creative Connections. Using the 
exchanged art as the basis for cultural exploration and real-time 
dialogue, students will learn effective communication skills and 
strategies. 
  
The ArtLink Videoconference section includes a conference 
overview as well as recommended preparation tasks. 
  
Scheduling 
  October and November: After consultation with partner classes, 
specific videoconference dates and times are assigned. 
December and January: Technical requirements are emailed and 
system testing takes place between Creative Connections and 
partner schools. 
February and March: Videoconferences are held. !

Art Partner of the Year Awards 
Each year we honor one international class and one USA class 
that we feel have produced an especially thoughtful collection 
of art. “Art Partner of the Year” honorees are given special 
“gallery” space on our website and receive an award for their 
school. !
Certificates 
After the Response Form is submitted, every young artist whose 
work is selected for our exhibit will be eligible for a Certificate of 
Merit from Creative Connections. 

Meet the Press 
Many classes invite the local press to cover various stages of the 
ArtLink program. Consider asking your local media outlet if it is 
interested in writing a story on your exchange, what you sent, 
what you received and what your students learned through the 
process. You might also consider posting your own comments 
about the program on our social network  for participant 
teachers, www.culturexchangeonline.org, or on other social 
networks (Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and blogs). 

We would appreciate you sending us a copy of any stories or online 
postings that appear about the program. 

!

I. Program Overview
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II. Lesson Plan and Activities
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Scheduling 
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Art Partner of the Year Awards 
Each year we honor one international class and one USA class 
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of art. “Art Partner of the Year” honorees are given special 
“gallery” space on our website and receive an award for their 
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Certificates 
After the Response Form is submitted, every young artist whose 
work is selected for our exhibit will be eligible for a Certificate of 
Merit from Creative Connections. 

Meet the Press 
Many classes invite the local press to cover various stages of the 
ArtLink program. Consider asking your local media outlet if it is 
interested in writing a story on your exchange, what you sent, 
what you received and what your students learned through the 
process. You might also consider posting your own comments 
about the program on our social network  for participant 
teachers, www.culturexchangeonline.org, or on other social 
networks (Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and blogs). 

We would appreciate you sending us a copy of any stories or online 
postings that appear about the program. 

!
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!
 Unit Lesson Overview 

!
Lesson 1 
     Communicating Culture and Values Through Art  

1. ArtLink Pre-Exchange Survey  
2. Cultural Art and Analysis Worksheets !

Lesson 2 
     Looking  Closer at Culture and Cultural Values  

1. Re-Examining Definitions of Culture and Values  
2. Creating List of Values and Activities that Illustrate those values !

Lesson 3 
     Planning and Creating Your Art 

1. Introducing “Picture the Moment” Sheet 
2. “Picture the Moment”: Planning 
3. Creating the Artwork  
4. Completing the Artist Description Sheet !

Lesson 4 
     Analyzing Your Partner’s Art 

1.  Partner Art Analysis !
Lesson 5 
     Turning Analysis into Partner Response 

1. Crafting Your Partner Response 
2. ArtLink Post-Exchange Survey !

III. The ArtLink Videoconference (for ArtLink videoconference participants) 
1. Videoconference Overview 
2. Preparing for the Videoconference 

II. Lesson Plan and Activities
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!
ArtLink Unit Plan 

Enduring Understandings Essential Questions 

Students will understand that… !
• Personal and cultural introspection is the 

first step towards global competency.   !
• Expanding one’s awareness of other 

cultures enhances appreciation of the lives 
of peers living in another country. !

• Art is a universal language that can convey 
cultural norms and values.

• What is culture? !
• What are values and how do they help define 

one’s culture? !
• What are the advantages of using art (non-

linguistic communication) instead of written 
or verbal means of conveying ideas? !

• How does the process of creating art give one 
perspective on one’s own culture?

Student Learning Outcomes

Students will know… Students will be able to…

• Cultural norms and values facilitate global 
understanding. 

• People create and interact with artwork 
that can define, shape, enhance and 
empower their lives. 

• Different people may describe the same 
event or situation in diverse ways, citing 
reasons for differences in view. 

• Family, groups and community influence 
the individual’s daily life and choices.

• Develop cross-cultural communication skills 
through visual, written and video exchanges 
with ArtLink partners. !

• Explore and describe similarities and 
differences in the ways groups, societies and 
cultures address similar human needs and 
concerns through creation and exchange of 
original artwork. 

• Use visual and written strategies to explore 
factors that contribute to their cultural norms 
and values. 

• Plan for and create an original piece of art 
illustrating an aspect of their cultural norms 
and values.

Assessment/Evaluation

• Artist Description Sheet 
• One-on-one Student/Teacher Interactions 
• Peer Feedback 
• Creative Connections

II. Lesson Plan and Activities
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ArtLink Cultural Norms and Values Assessment 

A rubric is a scoring guide which can be used to measure student 
performance based on a set of criteria. Rubrics are a tool that can 
be used by students to self-assess, give peer feedback and/or be 
used by the teacher to assess finished projects. Used as pre- and 
post-evaluation criteria, the rubrics can identify individual 
student growth from the beginning to the completion of Creative 
Connections’  ArtLink program.  

While these rubrics can be used for multiple age/grade/ability 
levels, the performance level of students being introduced to the 
study of cultural norms and values is likely to be at a lower level 
than that of students who have more experience with this 
subject. Also, it would be expected that the quality of work 
necessary to achieve each level would be academically and 
developmentally appropriate to the students’ age/grade/ability 
level. The criteria are: Beginning, Developing, Proficient, Mastery 
and Advanced. However, you may substitute your school’s 
ranking criteria in place of these degrees of quality. 

Use of these rubrics can provide valuable information for 
teachers and administrators regarding student achievement and 
the efficacy of Creative Connections’ ArtLink program. 

II. Lesson Plan and Activities
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ArtLink Cultural Norms and Values Assessment Criteria (Rubric)

Defining Culture Responding to 
Culture

Content: Use of 
Cultural Details

Elements of Art:  
Emphasis of 

Cultural Details

BEGINNING 
Demonstrates 

limited prior and/
or learned 
knowledge

Developing a verbal and/
or written meaning for 
“culture.”

Identifying a personal 
cultural tradition and/or 
aspects of culture in 
others’ artwork.

Generating artistic ideas 
and artwork based on a 
central theme. 

Using elements of art (e.g. 
color, scale/size, value, 
space) to develop an idea 
illustrating a cultural 
norm and/or value.

DEVELOPING  
Demonstrates 

some basic prior 
and/or learned 

knowledge 

A verbal and/or written 
meaning for “culture” 
based on verbal, written 
and/or visual sources. 

Identifying the central 
idea of artwork by 
identifying some aspects 
of “visible” cultural norms 
and traditions (e,g, 
holidays, clothing, food).

Generating artistic ideas 
based on a central theme, 
illustrating a cultural 
norm and/or value in 
planning and final 
artwork. Includes specific 
“visible” aspects of culture 
(e.g. holidays, clothing, 
food). 

Using an element of art 
(e.g. color, scale/size, 
value, space) to 
emphasize specific 
“visible” aspects of culture 
(e.g. holidays, clothing, 
food). Refines ideas and 
techniques based on 
teacher feedback.

PROFICIENT  
Comprehends and 

interprets some 
prior and/or 

learned 
knowledge

A verbal and written 
meaning of culture by 
identifying and 
describing some “visible” 
aspects of culture (e.g. 
holidays, clothing, food)

Using specific details from 
artwork and writing to 
describe similarities and 
differences between one’s 
own cultural norms and 
values.

Using personal 
experience to generate 
multiple ideas based on a 
central theme illustrating 
a cultural norm and value 
in planning and final 
artwork. Includes specific 
“visible” aspects of culture 
(e.g. holidays, clothing, 
food) used to identify a 
selected cultural norm 
and value.

Identifying and using 
specific elements of art 
(e.g. color, scale/size, 
value, space) to develop 
an idea emphasizing 
important “visible” 
aspects of a selected 
cultural norm and value 
related to a personal 
narrative. Refines ideas 
and techniques based on 
teacher feedback.

MASTERY  
Explains and 

compares prior 
and/or learned 

knowledge 

A verbal and written 
meaning of culture that 
identifies and describes 
specific “visible” qualities 
of culture (e.g. holidays, 
clothing, food) connected 
to a specific culture 
group. Identifies 
“invisible” qualities of 
culture (i.e. political 
systems and belief 
systems).

Posing and responding to 
specific questions with 
elaboration and detail 
(orally and/or in writing) 
about partner’s artwork. 
Demonstrates 
understanding of 
multiple perspectives 
about cultural norms and 
values through reflection 
and paraphrasing. 

Conceptualizing and 
organizing ideas based 
on a central theme. Using 
“visible” and “invisible” 
aspects of culture. Details 
in artwork reference 
specific cultural norms 
and values. Interprets 
intent and meaning in 
verbal and/or written 
response.

Combine specific 
elements of art (e.g. color, 
scale/size, value, space) to 
organize and develop an 
idea emphasizing 
important “visible” and 
“invisible” aspects of 
selected cultural norms 
and values. Refines ideas 
and techniques based on 
own observations, peer 
and/or teacher feedback. 

ADVANCED  
Supports and 

interprets prior 
and/or learned 

knowledge 

Understands nuances of 
culture through 
differentiation of beliefs, 
values, institutions, 
behaviors, traditions and 
way of life of a group of 
people. Distinguishes 
specific cultural norms 
and values within a 
variety of cultural groups. 

Using relevant evidence 
and specific references to 
one’s own and partners’ 
artwork and writing to 
analyze multiple 
perspectives that derive 
from different cultural 
vantage points. Infers the 
global impact of 
“invisible” aspects of 
culture.

Synthesizing multiple 
ideas based on a central 
theme. Using “visible” and 
“invisible” aspects of 
cultural norms and 
values. Subject of artwork 
illustrates societal, 
cultural and/or historical 
context to deepen 
understanding. Analyzes 
significance of intent and 
meaning in written 
response.

Intentional use of color, 
scale/size, value and/or 
space, in addition to use 
of unique media 
techniques which 
emphasize “visible” and 
“invisible” cultural norms 
and values. Refines ideas 
and techniques based on 
own observations, peer 
and/or teacher feedback.
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Activity Description and Important Points Materials

1. ArtLink Pre-
Exchange 
Survey

a. Before administering survey, identify country and city of 
partner class on a world map. 

b. Complete the ArtLink Pre-Exchange Survey  
i. This activity identifies the level of understanding at the 

beginning of the ArtLink program. Use the survey to 
determine students’ current knowledge of partner country 
cultural norms and values. 

ii. Record the level of understanding (based on the ArtLink 
Assessment Criteria) on the ArtLink Pre-Exchange Survey 
Results sheet provided. Submit the survey results online as 
soon as you complete Lesson 1.

ArtLink Pre-
Exchange 
Survey

2. Cultural Art 
and 
Analysis 
Worksheets 

Working in small groups, students use the art examples, analyzing 
each piece for details and clues that illustrate the artist’s cultural 
norms and values.  

a. Answer the questions by first looking only at the art.  
b. Read the artist’s description and re-examine initial answers. 
c. Groups share their analyses of each art example. Point out that 

the activities presented (getting married, eating, cooking, 
storytelling, wrestling, etc.) and the noted details (types of 
clothing, specific foods, vegetation, building materials, etc.) are 
visible aspects of culture. The reasons why the artists chose to 
share these scenes (respect for elders, importance of 
education, love of nature, etc.) illustrate values, which are 
invisible aspects of culture.  

d. Have students develop definitions for cultural norms and 
values based on class discussion.

Cultural Art and 
Analysis Work- 
sheets #’s 1-6

!
Lesson1: Communicating Culture and Values Through Art 

ArtLink Tool Box:  Strategies for Deeper Understanding 
• Students work in small groups or individually depending on age/grade and ability level. Check the U.S. Grade 

Level Learning Standards for specific objectives for age/grade appropriate content. 
• As a whole or in small groups, have students do further research to discover facts about your partner’s city, 

country and culture. 
• Students create a personal preference web, comparing personal preferences to cultural norms and values        

(See Personal Preference Web in Appendix).

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

What is culture? Art is a universal language that can convey cultural 
norms and values.What are values and how do they help define one’s culture?

What are the advantages of using art (non-linguistic 
communication) instead of written or verbal means of 
conveying ideas?

Expanding one’s awareness of other cultures enhances 
appreciation of the lives of peers living in another 
country.

II. Lesson Plan and Activities
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                    ArtLink Pre-Exchange Survey  

Program ID# ______________________________ 

From the students of _______________________________________School in ___________________ 

About our partners at _____________________________________School in ____________________ 

1

The aspects (details) of your culture I think I know: 
!
!

2

The cultural values I think we both share: 
!
!

3

The cultural values I think are unique to you: 
!
!

4

I think your artwork will change my ideas about your culture by showing me: 
!
!

5

A question I would like to ask you:  
!
!

6

My definition of “culture” is:  
!
!

(your school) (your country)

(partner’s  school) (partner’s  country)

Teacher: Identify level of pre-exchange knowledge (based on questions 1-6)

Beginning Developing Proficient Mastery Advanced

II. Lesson Plan and Activities, Lesson 1
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                  ArtLink Pre-Exchange Survey (Results) 

1. Teachers, identify each student’s level of pre-exchange knowledge by using the ArtLink Cultural 
Norms and Values Assessment Criteria (Rubric).  

2. Add the number of students at each level together.  
3. Record the total number of students at each level for the pre-exchange activity.  
4. Submit survey results online as soon as you complete Lesson 1.  

ArtLink Pre-Exchange Survey Results

Degrees of Quality
Pre-Exchange Results 

To be completed at the beginning of the 
ArtLink program

Number of students 
in class

Beginning

Developing

Proficient

Mastery

Advanced

II. Lesson Plan and Activities, Lesson 1
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Cultural Art Worksheet #1A 

Work with your group to answer the following questions about this work of art:

What is happening in this scene? 

What cultural details does the artist include that support your idea?

What is the artist trying to communicate that is valued in his/her culture? 

II. Lesson Plan and Activities, Lesson 1
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Artist Description Sheet

Title:  
Wedding

Art Medium:  
Paint

Artist:  
Punthip 

Age:  
13

City:  
Wangsaphung

Country:  
Thailand

School:  
Srisongkramwittaya School

Description of Piece:  
In Thai, “wedding” is “Kgin-Khaek,” the words for “eat” and “guests.” At the wedding 
ceremony, favorite foods of the ancestors are ceremonially offered. Another important 
part of the wedding ceremony is the “Pook Mue” or sacred cord, which guests tie 
around the wrists of the couple. I value our traditional customs.

More about the artist:  
I love my family. 
I like our traditions and customs. 
I do not know what I want to be when I grow up.
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Cultural Art Worksheet #1A 

Work with your group to answer the following questions about this work of art:

What is happening in this scene? 

What cultural details does the artist include that support your idea?

What is the artist trying to communicate that is valued in his/her culture? 

II. Lesson Plan and Activities, Lesson 1
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Artist Description Sheet

Title:  
Wedding

Art Medium:  
Paint

Artist:  
Punthip 

Age:  
13

City:  
Wangsaphung

Country:  
Thailand

School:  
Srisongkramwittaya School

Description of Piece:  
In Thai, “wedding” is “Kgin-Khaek,” the words for “eat” and “guests.” At the wedding 
ceremony, favorite foods of the ancestors are ceremonially offered. Another important 
part of the wedding ceremony is the “Pook Mue” or sacred cord, which guests tie 
around the wrists of the couple. I value our traditional customs.

More about the artist:  
I love my family. 
I like our traditions and customs. 
I do not know what I want to be when I grow up.

II. Lesson Plan and Activities, Lesson 1

Cultural Art Worksheet #1B 
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Work with your group to answer the following questions about this work of art:

What is happening in this scene? 

What cultural details does the artist include that support your idea?

What is the artist trying to communicate that is valued in his/her culture? 

II. Lesson Plan and Activities, Lesson 1

Cultural Art Worksheet #2A 
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Artist Description Sheet

Title:  
Thoughts Packed in the 
Bento Box

Art Medium:  
Paint

Artist:  
Rino

Age:  
12

City:  
Hiroshima

Country:  
Japan

School:  
Mihara Junior High School

Description of Piece:  
I drew my mother who packs my lunch with love every morning into a bento box. It is very 
Japanese to see someone cooking with apron in the kitchen. I tried to include traditional 
foods including sausage in the shape of octopus, chikuwa fish cake, beef roll with lettuce, 
tomato, rice and plum pickle. The value I am depicting is my mother’s love when she packs 
my lunch.

More about the artist:  
We are 4 people in my family with my mother, grandmother and grandfather. All my family 
members support me and they are really kind. In my free time I enjoy reading, stargazing 
(only at night) and sleeping. The things I like are books and the food I like is onigiri. I don’t 
like whipped cream. When I grow up I’d like to travel the world.

II. Lesson Plan and Activities, Lesson 1
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Work with your group to answer the following questions about this work of art:

What is happening in this scene? 

What cultural details does the artist include that support your idea?

What is the artist trying to communicate that is valued in his/her culture? 

II. Lesson Plan and Activities, Lesson 1

Cultural Art Worksheet #2A 
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Artist Description Sheet

Title:  
Thoughts Packed in the 
Bento Box

Art Medium:  
Paint

Artist:  
Rino

Age:  
12

City:  
Hiroshima

Country:  
Japan

School:  
Mihara Junior High School

Description of Piece:  
I drew my mother who packs my lunch with love every morning into a bento box. It is very 
Japanese to see someone cooking with apron in the kitchen. I tried to include traditional 
foods including sausage in the shape of octopus, chikuwa fish cake, beef roll with lettuce, 
tomato, rice and plum pickle. The value I am depicting is my mother’s love when she packs 
my lunch.

More about the artist:  
We are 4 people in my family with my mother, grandmother and grandfather. All my family 
members support me and they are really kind. In my free time I enjoy reading, stargazing 
(only at night) and sleeping. The things I like are books and the food I like is onigiri. I don’t 
like whipped cream. When I grow up I’d like to travel the world.
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Cultural Art Worksheet #2B 
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Work with your group to answer the following questions about this work of art:

What is happening in this scene? 

What cultural details does the artist include that support your idea?

What is the artist trying to communicate that is valued in his/her culture? 

II. Lesson Plan and Activities, Lesson 1

Cultural Art Worksheet #3A 
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Artist Description Sheet

Title:  
Unity of 
Family

Art Medium:  
Colored pencil and black ink

Artist:  
Muwanguzi

Age:  
14

City:  
Kampala

Country:  
Uganda

School:  
Uganda Martyrs S.S. Namugongo

Description of Piece:  
A grandfather is roasting chicken and maize as he tells stories of cultural values of 
togetherness, hard work and self-control among others. The elder children help, my 
sister is cooking and I am carrying firewood. The value is unity and hard work. It is 
important because everyone is appreciated in the family. 

More about the artist:  
We are four children and I am the second born, with our father and mother. I draw 
objects that I get interested in. I also make friends all the time. I like drawing and being 
with friends. I dislike disturbance. I want to have an art school with many children who 
want to learn art.
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Work with your group to answer the following questions about this work of art:

What is happening in this scene? 

What cultural details does the artist include that support your idea?

What is the artist trying to communicate that is valued in his/her culture? 

II. Lesson Plan and Activities, Lesson 1

Cultural Art Worksheet #3A 
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Artist Description Sheet

Title:  
Unity of 
Family

Art Medium:  
Colored pencil and black ink

Artist:  
Muwanguzi

Age:  
14

City:  
Kampala

Country:  
Uganda

School:  
Uganda Martyrs S.S. Namugongo

Description of Piece:  
A grandfather is roasting chicken and maize as he tells stories of cultural values of 
togetherness, hard work and self-control among others. The elder children help, my 
sister is cooking and I am carrying firewood. The value is unity and hard work. It is 
important because everyone is appreciated in the family. 

More about the artist:  
We are four children and I am the second born, with our father and mother. I draw 
objects that I get interested in. I also make friends all the time. I like drawing and being 
with friends. I dislike disturbance. I want to have an art school with many children who 
want to learn art.
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Cultural Art Worksheet #3B 
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Work with your group to answer the following questions about this work of art:

What is happening in this scene? 

What cultural details does the artist include that support your idea?

What is the artist trying to communicate that is valued in his/her culture? 

II. Lesson Plan and Activities, Lesson 1

Cultural Art Worksheet #4A 
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Artist Description Sheet

Title:  
The First of 
September

Art Medium:  
Water color

Artist:  
Stephania 

Age:  
11

City:  
St. Petersburg

Country:  
Russia

School:  
Children’s Art School

Description of Piece:  
The 1st of September is a day when all of us come to school after our summer holidays. 
We bring flowers to school and give them to our teachers. 
All of the children are glad to see their friends and to meet our teachers. It is my teacher 
in the painting. I like her very much. We value our education. 

More about the artist:  
I have a mother, father, a sister and an uncle. 
I like animals, sports and my art school. 
In my free time, I do my homework and go for a walk with my friends. 
I don’t know what I’ll do in the future; maybe I’ll be a teacher.
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Work with your group to answer the following questions about this work of art:

What is happening in this scene? 

What cultural details does the artist include that support your idea?

What is the artist trying to communicate that is valued in his/her culture? 

II. Lesson Plan and Activities, Lesson 1

Cultural Art Worksheet #4A 
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Artist Description Sheet

Title:  
The First of 
September

Art Medium:  
Water color

Artist:  
Stephania 

Age:  
11

City:  
St. Petersburg

Country:  
Russia

School:  
Children’s Art School

Description of Piece:  
The 1st of September is a day when all of us come to school after our summer holidays. 
We bring flowers to school and give them to our teachers. 
All of the children are glad to see their friends and to meet our teachers. It is my teacher 
in the painting. I like her very much. We value our education. 

More about the artist:  
I have a mother, father, a sister and an uncle. 
I like animals, sports and my art school. 
In my free time, I do my homework and go for a walk with my friends. 
I don’t know what I’ll do in the future; maybe I’ll be a teacher.
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Work with your group to answer the following questions about this work of art:

What is happening in this scene? 

What cultural details does the artist include that support your idea?

What is the artist trying to communicate that is valued in his/her culture? 

Cultural Art Worksheet #5A 
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Artist Description Sheet

Title:  
Water Springs 
from the 
Mayan Jungle

Art Medium:  
Colored pencil, marker

Artist:  
Deysi 

Age:  
13

City:  
San Benito

Country:  
Guatemala

School:  
Escuela 3 de Abril

Description of Piece:  
When there is a scarcity of water in the Mayan rainforest, people cut vines that have 
water in them. The value I’m depicting is the appreciation of nature and those who 
know how to use it in a sustainable way. 

More about the artist:  
I live with my parents and I take care of my sister. I read, help my mom and take care of 
my sister in my free time. I pick up garbage and I put it in the right place. 
I want to be a lawyer and help the environment. 

II. Lesson Plan and Activities, Lesson 1
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Work with your group to answer the following questions about this work of art:

What is happening in this scene? 

What cultural details does the artist include that support your idea?

What is the artist trying to communicate that is valued in his/her culture? 

Cultural Art Worksheet #5A 
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Artist Description Sheet

Title:  
Water Springs 
from the 
Mayan Jungle

Art Medium:  
Colored pencil, marker

Artist:  
Deysi 

Age:  
13

City:  
San Benito

Country:  
Guatemala

School:  
Escuela 3 de Abril

Description of Piece:  
When there is a scarcity of water in the Mayan rainforest, people cut vines that have 
water in them. The value I’m depicting is the appreciation of nature and those who 
know how to use it in a sustainable way. 

More about the artist:  
I live with my parents and I take care of my sister. I read, help my mom and take care of 
my sister in my free time. I pick up garbage and I put it in the right place. 
I want to be a lawyer and help the environment. 
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Work with your group to answer the following questions about this work of art:

What is happening in this scene? 

What cultural details does the artist include that support your idea?

What is the artist trying to communicate that is valued in his/her culture? 

Cultural Art Worksheet #6A 
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Artist Description Sheet

Title:  
Wrestling Contest

Art Medium:  
Marker and crayon

Artist:  
Mustapha

Age:  
13

City:  
Banjul

Country:  
The Gambia

School:  
Ndow’s Comprehensive Senior School

Description of Piece:  
In my scene, two wrestlers are trying to defeat one another. Behind them are a crowd of 
spectators and drummers playing to excite the crowd. All of this is taking place in the 
center of the village. The value I am depicting is the importance of sport and 
competition. It brings people together.

More about the artist:  
We are an extended family. I am the first born of my mother. I have two brothers and 
three sisters. In my free time, I play soccer, read my books and play video games. I like to 
chat with my friends. I dislike thieves. When I grow up, I would like to be a businessman 
or an artist.

II. Lesson Plan and Activities, Lesson 1
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Work with your group to answer the following questions about this work of art:

What is happening in this scene? 

What cultural details does the artist include that support your idea?

What is the artist trying to communicate that is valued in his/her culture? 

Cultural Art Worksheet #6A 
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Artist Description Sheet

Title:  
Wrestling Contest

Art Medium:  
Marker and crayon

Artist:  
Mustapha

Age:  
13

City:  
Banjul

Country:  
The Gambia

School:  
Ndow’s Comprehensive Senior School

Description of Piece:  
In my scene, two wrestlers are trying to defeat one another. Behind them are a crowd of 
spectators and drummers playing to excite the crowd. All of this is taking place in the 
center of the village. The value I am depicting is the importance of sport and 
competition. It brings people together.

More about the artist:  
We are an extended family. I am the first born of my mother. I have two brothers and 
three sisters. In my free time, I play soccer, read my books and play video games. I like to 
chat with my friends. I dislike thieves. When I grow up, I would like to be a businessman 
or an artist.
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Activity Description and Important Points Materials

1. Re-
Examining 
Definitions 
of Culture 
and Values

a. Discuss the aspects of culture and values identified from 
Lesson 1.  

b. Review the students’ definitions of culture and values  
c. Discuss how students’ definitions for culture and values 

compare with those found in the glossary.

ArtLink Pre-
Exchange 
Survey from 
Lesson 1 

!
2. Creating 

List of 
Values and 
Activities 
that 
Illustrate 
those 
Values 

a. Working in small groups, have students brainstorm a list of 
values using the Cultural Values in Everyday Life worksheet. 
These values can represent their personal, family, school or 
community values.  

b. Students compare their list to the Cultural Values of Recent 
ArtLink Students handout. 

c. Based on their list of values, students should identify and write 
down everyday activities or special occasions where an 
observer might see these values being carried out. As an 
example, see the three activities listed for “Love of Family.”

Cultural Values 
in Every Day Life 
worksheet !
Cultural Values 
of Recent ArtLink 
Students 
handout 

!
    Lesson 2: Looking Closer at Culture and Values   

ArtLink Tool Box:  Strategies for Deeper Understanding 
• Each group shares the central ideas or information identified in the examples. Provide an accurate 

summary of their identified cultural norms and values based on information from the ArtLinks Cultural 
Values in Everyday Life worksheet. Include written and verbal sharing opportunities. For example, 
students could participate in a pair-share, a turn and talk share, write their comments in a journal or 
share out to the large group. 

• Students work in small groups or individually depending on age/grade and ability level. Check the U.S. 
Grade Level Learning Standards for specific objectives for age/grade appropriate content. 

• Use the Cultural Iceberg image to illustrate and facilitate a discussion about the “visible” and “invisible” 
aspects of culture (See Appendix). 

• Ask students to respond in writing to the “Questions to Think About” at the bottom of the worksheet.

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

What is culture? Art is a universal language that can convey cultural norms and 
values.What are values and how do they help define one’s 

culture?
Expanding one’s awareness of other cultures enhances 
appreciation of the lives of peers living in another country.

II. Lesson Plan and Activities
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Activity Description and Important Points Materials

1. Re-
Examining 
Definitions 
of Culture 
and Values

a. Discuss the aspects of culture and values identified from 
Lesson 1.  

b. Review the students’ definitions of culture and values  
c. Discuss how students’ definitions for culture and values 

compare with those found in the glossary.

ArtLink Pre-
Exchange 
Survey from 
Lesson 1 

!
2. Creating 

List of 
Values and 
Activities 
that 
Illustrate 
those 
Values 

a. Working in small groups, have students brainstorm a list of 
values using the Cultural Values in Everyday Life worksheet. 
These values can represent their personal, family, school or 
community values.  

b. Students compare their list to the Cultural Values of Recent 
ArtLink Students handout. 

c. Based on their list of values, students should identify and write 
down everyday activities or special occasions where an 
observer might see these values being carried out. As an 
example, see the three activities listed for “Love of Family.”

Cultural Values 
in Every Day Life 
worksheet !
Cultural Values 
of Recent ArtLink 
Students 
handout 

!
    Lesson 2: Looking Closer at Culture and Values   

ArtLink Tool Box:  Strategies for Deeper Understanding 
• Each group shares the central ideas or information identified in the examples. Provide an accurate 

summary of their identified cultural norms and values based on information from the ArtLinks Cultural 
Values in Everyday Life worksheet. Include written and verbal sharing opportunities. For example, 
students could participate in a pair-share, a turn and talk share, write their comments in a journal or 
share out to the large group. 

• Students work in small groups or individually depending on age/grade and ability level. Check the U.S. 
Grade Level Learning Standards for specific objectives for age/grade appropriate content. 

• Use the Cultural Iceberg image to illustrate and facilitate a discussion about the “visible” and “invisible” 
aspects of culture (See Appendix). 

• Ask students to respond in writing to the “Questions to Think About” at the bottom of the worksheet.

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

What is culture? Art is a universal language that can convey cultural norms and 
values.What are values and how do they help define one’s 

culture?
Expanding one’s awareness of other cultures enhances 
appreciation of the lives of peers living in another country.
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Values That Are Important in  
Your Culture Activities Showing that Value in Action

Example: Love of Family • Eating dinner together 
• Celebrating a birthday or holiday together 
• Hiking together in the forest

Cultural Values in Everyday Life

With your group, brainstorm a list of values that are important in your culture. !
Guidelines for your discussion: 

• Does everyone in your group need to have the same values? 
• What can your group do if someone has a value that is different from the rest of the group? 
• Can you include values that not everyone in the group agrees with?

Compare your group’s list of values to the list of values created by other ArtLink participants (next 
page) 

• How are your group’s values the same or different from other ArtLink participants? 
• Can you think of reasons why you might have the same or different values from children who live 

in other countries? !
Questions to think about when your group is finished with the activity 

• How did your group deal with different ideas about values and how they are shown? 
• Did you learn something new about the classmates in your group? 
• How will this activity help you plan for your own artwork?

II. Lesson Plan and Activities, Lesson 2
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The following are a list of values identified by children living all around the 
world who have participated in recent ArtLink programs. 

• Family 
• Spending time with family 
• Tradition and customs (preserving roots) 
• Love of music 
• Fast-paced lifestyle 
• Care for elders 
• Sports and games 
• Friendship 
• Collaboration and working together 
• Love of animals 
• Love of nature/protecting the environment 
• Peace 
• Work and contributing to the family income 
• Coexisting and respecting any culture 
• Loving yourself 
• Self-sufficiency 
• Generosity 
• Being responsible 
• Role of the mother and her love 
• Patriotism (love for one’s country) 
• Love of city 
• Solidarity 
• Consuming moderately 
• Diversity 
• Religion 
• Our ancestors 
• Equality and unity  
• Order in one’s day 
• Respect for cultural differences 
• Feeding one’s mind 
• Gratitude  
• Doing one’s duty 
• Communication 
• Independence

!
Cultural Values of Recent ArtLink Students   
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Values That Are Important in  
Your Culture Activities Showing that Value in Action

Example: Love of Family • Eating dinner together 
• Celebrating a birthday or holiday together 
• Hiking together in the forest

Cultural Values in Everyday Life

With your group, brainstorm a list of values that are important in your culture. !
Guidelines for your discussion: 

• Does everyone in your group need to have the same values? 
• What can your group do if someone has a value that is different from the rest of the group? 
• Can you include values that not everyone in the group agrees with?

Compare your group’s list of values to the list of values created by other ArtLink participants (next 
page) 

• How are your group’s values the same or different from other ArtLink participants? 
• Can you think of reasons why you might have the same or different values from children who live 

in other countries? !
Questions to think about when your group is finished with the activity 

• How did your group deal with different ideas about values and how they are shown? 
• Did you learn something new about the classmates in your group? 
• How will this activity help you plan for your own artwork?
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The following are a list of values identified by children living all around the 
world who have participated in recent ArtLink programs. 

• Family 
• Spending time with family 
• Tradition and customs (preserving roots) 
• Love of music 
• Fast-paced lifestyle 
• Care for elders 
• Sports and games 
• Friendship 
• Collaboration and working together 
• Love of animals 
• Love of nature/protecting the environment 
• Peace 
• Work and contributing to the family income 
• Coexisting and respecting any culture 
• Loving yourself 
• Self-sufficiency 
• Generosity 
• Being responsible 
• Role of the mother and her love 
• Patriotism (love for one’s country) 
• Love of city 
• Solidarity 
• Consuming moderately 
• Diversity 
• Religion 
• Our ancestors 
• Equality and unity  
• Order in one’s day 
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• Feeding one’s mind 
• Gratitude  
• Doing one’s duty 
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• Independence

!
Cultural Values of Recent ArtLink Students   
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Activity Description and Important Points Materials

1. Introducing 
“Picture the 
Moment” 
Theme 

a. Using the ArtLink “Picture the Moment” Theme handout, introduce 
the theme of the project.  

b. Ensure students have a clear understanding that the subject of 
their artwork illustrates a cultural value that is particularly 
meaningful to them.

ArtLink 
“Picture the 
Moment” 
Theme 
handout

2. “Picture the 
Moment” 
Planning

a. Introduction of the creating process is individual to each class. 
Introducing the planning/creating process might include a 
teacher-led demonstration that gives examples for planning, use of 
art materials and/or strategies for composition of ideas.  

b. Students use the ArtLink “Picture the Moment”: Planning worksheet 
to develop sketches of ideas that illustrate a selected value that 
includes cultural details and the “who”, “what” and “where” of the 
scene.

ArtLink 
“Picture the 
Moment:” 
Planning 
worksheet

3. Creating 
the Artwork

a. Students should confer with teacher regarding final ideas and 
available art media, tools and techniques that will be used to 
create final artwork.  

b. Students work on pieces. Creating artwork is individual to each 
class and student.  

c. Teachers will determine the time frame, keeping in mind the 
Creative Connections ArtLink timeline for submitting student work.

Necessary 
materials for 
chosen art 
medium 
(media)

4. Completing 
the Artist 
Description 
Sheet (ADS)

a.  Students complete the ADS, when finished, reflecting on their own  
        artwork.  
b.  Attach the ADS to the student’s final artwork. 

ArtLink Artist 
Description 
Sheet (ADS)

!
Lesson 3: Planning and Creating Your Art 

ArtLink Tool Box:  Strategies for Deeper Understanding 
• Share artwork with a friend to get peer feedback during the planning and/or creating stages.  
• Students meet with teacher to get feedback during the planning and creating stages. 
• Students use the ArtLink Cultural Norms and Values Assessment Criteria (Rubric) to self-assess at any point during 

the planning and/or creating stages. 
• Hold a Class Critique or Gallery Walk. By describing, explaining, comparing and analyzing, students discuss the 

cultural norms and values illustrated in their classmates’ artwork.  
• Check the U.S. Grade Level Learning Standards for specific objectives for age/grade appropriate content.

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

What are the advantages of using art (non-linguistic 
communication) instead of written or verbal means of 
conveying ideas? 

Personal and cultural introspection is the first step 
toward global competency.

How does the process of creating art give perspective 
on one’s own culture?

Art is a universal language that can convey cultural 
norms and values.
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Activity Description and Important Points Materials

1. Introducing 
“Picture the 
Moment” 
Theme 

a. Using the ArtLink “Picture the Moment” Theme handout, introduce 
the theme of the project.  

b. Ensure students have a clear understanding that the subject of 
their artwork illustrates a cultural value that is particularly 
meaningful to them.

ArtLink 
“Picture the 
Moment” 
Theme 
handout

2. “Picture the 
Moment” 
Planning

a. Introduction of the creating process is individual to each class. 
Introducing the planning/creating process might include a 
teacher-led demonstration that gives examples for planning, use of 
art materials and/or strategies for composition of ideas.  

b. Students use the ArtLink “Picture the Moment”: Planning worksheet 
to develop sketches of ideas that illustrate a selected value that 
includes cultural details and the “who”, “what” and “where” of the 
scene.

ArtLink 
“Picture the 
Moment:” 
Planning 
worksheet

3. Creating 
the Artwork

a. Students should confer with teacher regarding final ideas and 
available art media, tools and techniques that will be used to 
create final artwork.  

b. Students work on pieces. Creating artwork is individual to each 
class and student.  

c. Teachers will determine the time frame, keeping in mind the 
Creative Connections ArtLink timeline for submitting student work.

Necessary 
materials for 
chosen art 
medium 
(media)

4. Completing 
the Artist 
Description 
Sheet (ADS)

a.  Students complete the ADS, when finished, reflecting on their own  
        artwork.  
b.  Attach the ADS to the student’s final artwork. 

ArtLink Artist 
Description 
Sheet (ADS)

!
Lesson 3: Planning and Creating Your Art 

ArtLink Tool Box:  Strategies for Deeper Understanding 
• Share artwork with a friend to get peer feedback during the planning and/or creating stages.  
• Students meet with teacher to get feedback during the planning and creating stages. 
• Students use the ArtLink Cultural Norms and Values Assessment Criteria (Rubric) to self-assess at any point during 

the planning and/or creating stages. 
• Hold a Class Critique or Gallery Walk. By describing, explaining, comparing and analyzing, students discuss the 

cultural norms and values illustrated in their classmates’ artwork.  
• Check the U.S. Grade Level Learning Standards for specific objectives for age/grade appropriate content.

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

What are the advantages of using art (non-linguistic 
communication) instead of written or verbal means of 
conveying ideas? 

Personal and cultural introspection is the first step 
toward global competency.

How does the process of creating art give perspective 
on one’s own culture?

Art is a universal language that can convey cultural 
norms and values.
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!
“Picture the Moment” Theme Sheet
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!
    “Picture the Moment”: Planning     

       

Ways you can use the planning boxes:                                                                                                                                                        ! • Draw sketches of your idea to help plan your art piece 
• Show the “who,” “what” and “where” of your scene 
• Add cultural details that will tell the viewer more about what you value  
• If you have more than one idea, sketch each one out to help you decide 
• Try the same idea from different points of view

Name

What value from your culture are you showing in your sketch? 

What cultural details will you include to communicate this value?
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    “Picture the Moment”: Planning     

       

Ways you can use the planning boxes:                                                                                                                                                        ! • Draw sketches of your idea to help plan your art piece 
• Show the “who,” “what” and “where” of your scene 
• Add cultural details that will tell the viewer more about what you value  
• If you have more than one idea, sketch each one out to help you decide 
• Try the same idea from different points of view

Name

What value from your culture are you showing in your sketch? 

What cultural details will you include to communicate this value?
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                                                                           Program ID#    

Title of Piece          Art Media  

Artist’s First Name                                                                Last Name                                                        Age   

School                                                                                                       City                                             State   

Country                                                             Teacher(s)  

!

!
Artist Description Sheet 

1. What is the moment you are sharing?

2. Explain any interactions, customs, traditions and/or day-to-day activities you have included  
     in your piece. Describe the who-what-where.  

3.  What value are you showing in your artwork? Why is it important to share this value with others? 

4. Give details about your family.

5. What do you like to do in your free time?

6. What are your likes and dislikes?

7. What are your goals? What do you want to be when you grow up?

Place your 
photo here
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Activity Description and Important Points Materials

1. Partner Art 
Analysis

a. Working individually or in small groups, students analyze one or 
more pieces of art from the ArtLink partner class.  

b. Students use the Analyzing Your Partner’s Artwork worksheet to 
reflect on and respond to their partner’s artwork.  

c. First, students look for information only by examining the partner’s 
artwork.  

d. Second, students read the accompanying Artist Description Sheet 
ADS to gain a deeper understanding of the meaning and intent of 
the partner artist. 

e. Each student or group shares the central ideas or information 
identified in the partner’s artwork providing an accurate summary 
based on information from the image and its ADS.

ArtLink 
Partner 
Artwork 
Artist 
Description 
Sheets ADS 
Analyzing 
Your 
Partner’s 
Artwork 
worksheets

!
 Lesson 4: Analyzing Your Partner’s Art 

ArtLink Tool Box:  Strategies for Deeper Understanding 
• Create an Art Exhibit (Strongly recommended) 

• Host a reception and have students serve as docents, describing their ArtLink experience.  
• Typically the exhibit consists of: 

- Original artwork created by partner class including the Artist Description Sheets 
- Color copies of the home class artwork and the Artist Description Sheets 
- A description including important facts about partner class city/country and cultural values and 

norms 
- Include student quotes from class discussion, partner art analysis or video 

• Students work in small groups or individually depending on age/grade and ability level. Check the U.S. 
Grade Level Learning Standards for specific objectives for age/grade appropriate content. 

• Sharing strategies can be verbal as with a Group Critique, Pair Share, or Turn and Talk. Other strategies 
might include writing or other aesthetic activities, such as a Gallery Walk.  

• Students expand on responses in personal journals or by video. 
• Use the Cultural Iceberg illustration to identify “visible” and “invisible” aspects of culture shown in your 

partners’ art (see Appendix).

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

What are values and how do they help define one’s 
culture?

Expanding one’s awareness of other cultures 
enhances appreciation of the lives of peers living in 
another country.

What are the advantages of using art (non-linguistic 
communication) instead of written or verbal means of 
conveying ideas? Art is a universal language that can convey cultural 

norms and values.
How does the process of creating art give perspective 
of one’s own culture?
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                                                                           Program ID#    

Title of Piece          Art Media  

Artist’s First Name                                                                Last Name                                                        Age   

School                                                                                                       City                                             State   

Country                                                             Teacher(s)  

!

!
Artist Description Sheet 

1. What is the moment you are sharing?

2. Explain any interactions, customs, traditions and/or day-to-day activities you have included  
     in your piece. Describe the who-what-where.  

3.  What value are you showing in your artwork? Why is it important to share this value with others? 

4. Give details about your family.

5. What do you like to do in your free time?

6. What are your likes and dislikes?

7. What are your goals? What do you want to be when you grow up?

Place your 
photo here
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Activity Description and Important Points Materials

1. Partner Art 
Analysis

a. Working individually or in small groups, students analyze one or 
more pieces of art from the ArtLink partner class.  

b. Students use the Analyzing Your Partner’s Artwork worksheet to 
reflect on and respond to their partner’s artwork.  

c. First, students look for information only by examining the partner’s 
artwork.  

d. Second, students read the accompanying Artist Description Sheet 
ADS to gain a deeper understanding of the meaning and intent of 
the partner artist. 

e. Each student or group shares the central ideas or information 
identified in the partner’s artwork providing an accurate summary 
based on information from the image and its ADS.

ArtLink 
Partner 
Artwork 
Artist 
Description 
Sheets ADS 
Analyzing 
Your 
Partner’s 
Artwork 
worksheets

!
 Lesson 4: Analyzing Your Partner’s Art 

ArtLink Tool Box:  Strategies for Deeper Understanding 
• Create an Art Exhibit (Strongly recommended) 

• Host a reception and have students serve as docents, describing their ArtLink experience.  
• Typically the exhibit consists of: 

- Original artwork created by partner class including the Artist Description Sheets 
- Color copies of the home class artwork and the Artist Description Sheets 
- A description including important facts about partner class city/country and cultural values and 

norms 
- Include student quotes from class discussion, partner art analysis or video 

• Students work in small groups or individually depending on age/grade and ability level. Check the U.S. 
Grade Level Learning Standards for specific objectives for age/grade appropriate content. 

• Sharing strategies can be verbal as with a Group Critique, Pair Share, or Turn and Talk. Other strategies 
might include writing or other aesthetic activities, such as a Gallery Walk.  

• Students expand on responses in personal journals or by video. 
• Use the Cultural Iceberg illustration to identify “visible” and “invisible” aspects of culture shown in your 

partners’ art (see Appendix).

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

What are values and how do they help define one’s 
culture?

Expanding one’s awareness of other cultures 
enhances appreciation of the lives of peers living in 
another country.

What are the advantages of using art (non-linguistic 
communication) instead of written or verbal means of 
conveying ideas? Art is a universal language that can convey cultural 

norms and values.
How does the process of creating art give perspective 
of one’s own culture?
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       Analyzing Your Partner’s Artwork 

Title of Piece                                                                                                                    Media  

Artist’s First Name                                                      Last Name                                                            Age   

Answer the following questions about your partner’s artwork: 

What do you notice 
about this piece of art 
(e.g. details, who-
what-where)?

How is this scene 
similar or different to 
your own culture?

What is the important 
value the artist is 
communicating?

Which cultural details 
did the artist use to 
illustrate the important 
values?

In what way did this 
artwork change your 
idea of your partner’s 
culture?

What did you learn 
from the Artist 
Description Sheet that 
you could not see in the 
artwork?

What questions do 
have for this artist?

II. Lesson Plan and Activities, Lesson 4
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Activity Description and Important Points Materials

1. Crafting 
Your 
Partner 
Response

a. In small groups, students answer the questions posed on the 
ArtLink Partner Response Form. In a class discussion, groups share 
their thoughts and insights. 

b. Teacher will combine student responses into one ArtLink Partner 
Response Form that will be sent to the partner class. This activity is 
particularly important if you are not participating in a video-
conference or posting video responses online as this form will be 
the only feedback your partner class receives. 

ArtLink 
Partner 
Response 
Form 

!
2. ArtLink 

Post-
Exchange 
Survey

a. Students complete the ArtLink Post-Exchange Survey worksheet 
using information learned from and insights gained throughout 
the unit.  

b. Use the ArtLink Cultural Norms and Values Assessment Criteria 
(Rubric) to identify the level of post-exchange knowledge at the 
end of the program.   

c. Record the level of understanding (based on the ArtLink 
Assessment Criteria) on the ArtLink Post-Exchange Survey Results 
sheet provided. Add the totals for each category. Submit the 
survey results online as soon as you complete the ArtLink program.

ArtLink 
Post-
Exchange 
Survey 

Lesson 5: Turning Analysis into Partner Responses 

ArtLink Tool Box:  Strategies for Deeper Understanding 
• Students work in small groups or individually depending on age/grade and ability level.  
• Expand on responses in personal journals or by video. 
• Use the parable “ The Blind Men and the Elephant ” to help students question the validity of making 

sweeping cultural assumptions from a single collection of artwork (see Appendix).  
• Check the U.S. Grade Level Learning Standards for specific objectives for age/grade appropriate 

content.

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

What is culture? Personal and cultural introspection is the first step 
toward global competency.

What are values and how do they help define one’s 
culture?

Art is a universal language that can convey cultural 
norms and values.

What are the advantages of using art (non-linguistic 
communication) instead of written or verbal means of 
conveying ideas? 

Expanding one’s awareness of other cultures 
enhances appreciation of the lives of peers living in 
another country.How does the process of creating art give perspective 

of one’s own culture?
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       Analyzing Your Partner’s Artwork 

Title of Piece                                                                                                                    Media  

Artist’s First Name                                                      Last Name                                                            Age   

Answer the following questions about your partner’s artwork: 

What do you notice 
about this piece of art 
(e.g. details, who-
what-where)?

How is this scene 
similar or different to 
your own culture?

What is the important 
value the artist is 
communicating?

Which cultural details 
did the artist use to 
illustrate the important 
values?

In what way did this 
artwork change your 
idea of your partner’s 
culture?

What did you learn 
from the Artist 
Description Sheet that 
you could not see in the 
artwork?

What questions do 
have for this artist?
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Activity Description and Important Points Materials

1. Crafting 
Your 
Partner 
Response

a. In small groups, students answer the questions posed on the 
ArtLink Partner Response Form. In a class discussion, groups share 
their thoughts and insights. 

b. Teacher will combine student responses into one ArtLink Partner 
Response Form that will be sent to the partner class. This activity is 
particularly important if you are not participating in a video-
conference or posting video responses online as this form will be 
the only feedback your partner class receives. 

ArtLink 
Partner 
Response 
Form 

!
2. ArtLink 

Post-
Exchange 
Survey

a. Students complete the ArtLink Post-Exchange Survey worksheet 
using information learned from and insights gained throughout 
the unit.  

b. Use the ArtLink Cultural Norms and Values Assessment Criteria 
(Rubric) to identify the level of post-exchange knowledge at the 
end of the program.   

c. Record the level of understanding (based on the ArtLink 
Assessment Criteria) on the ArtLink Post-Exchange Survey Results 
sheet provided. Add the totals for each category. Submit the 
survey results online as soon as you complete the ArtLink program.

ArtLink 
Post-
Exchange 
Survey 

Lesson 5: Turning Analysis into Partner Responses 

ArtLink Tool Box:  Strategies for Deeper Understanding 
• Students work in small groups or individually depending on age/grade and ability level.  
• Expand on responses in personal journals or by video. 
• Use the parable “ The Blind Men and the Elephant ” to help students question the validity of making 

sweeping cultural assumptions from a single collection of artwork (see Appendix).  
• Check the U.S. Grade Level Learning Standards for specific objectives for age/grade appropriate 

content.

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

What is culture? Personal and cultural introspection is the first step 
toward global competency.

What are values and how do they help define one’s 
culture?

Art is a universal language that can convey cultural 
norms and values.

What are the advantages of using art (non-linguistic 
communication) instead of written or verbal means of 
conveying ideas? 

Expanding one’s awareness of other cultures 
enhances appreciation of the lives of peers living in 
another country.How does the process of creating art give perspective 

of one’s own culture?
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  ArtLink Partner Response Form (This one goes to your Partner Class) 

Program ID# ______________________________ 

From the students of _______________________________________School in ___________________ 

About our partners at ______________________________________School in ____________________ 

1

The aspects (details) of your culture we learned: 
!
!

2

The cultural values we think we both share: 
!
!

3

The cultural values that we think are unique to you: 
!
!

4

Your artwork changed our ideas about your culture by showing us: 
!
!

5

Questions we would like to ask you:  
!
!

6

From the personal information on the your Artist Description Sheets, we found it interesting 
that you: 
!
!

7

The art techniques you used that we thought were interesting: 

(your school) (your country)

(partner’s  school) (partner’s  country)

II. Lesson Plan and Activities, Lesson 5
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           ArtLink Post-Exchange Survey 

Program ID# ______________________________ 

From the students of ______________________________________School in ___________________ 

About our partners at _____________________________________School in ____________________ 

1

The aspects (details) of your culture I learned: 
!
!

2

The cultural values I think we both share: 
!
!

3

The cultural values that I think are unique to you: 
!
!

4

Your artwork changed my ideas about your culture by showing me: 
!
!

5

A question I would like to ask you:  
!
!

6

My definition of “culture” is:  
!
!

(your school) (your country)

(partner’s  school) (partner’s  country)

Teacher: Identify level of Post-exchange knowledge (based on questions 1-6)

II. Lesson Plan and Activities, Lesson 5

Beginning Developing Proficient Mastery Advanced
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  ArtLink Partner Response Form (This one goes to your Partner Class) 
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!
!

7
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           ArtLink Post-Exchange Survey 

Program ID# ______________________________ 

From the students of ______________________________________School in ___________________ 

About our partners at _____________________________________School in ____________________ 

1

The aspects (details) of your culture I learned: 
!
!

2

The cultural values I think we both share: 
!
!

3

The cultural values that I think are unique to you: 
!
!

4

Your artwork changed my ideas about your culture by showing me: 
!
!

5

A question I would like to ask you:  
!
!

6

My definition of “culture” is:  
!
!

(your school) (your country)

(partner’s  school) (partner’s  country)

Teacher: Identify level of Post-exchange knowledge (based on questions 1-6)

II. Lesson Plan and Activities, Lesson 5

Beginning Developing Proficient Mastery Advanced

    2014-2015 ArtLink Program  “Picture the Moment”                                                              Page 47 Back to Table of Contents 



                                 ArtLink Post-Exchange Survey (Results) 

1. Identify each student’s level of post-exchange knowledge by using the ArtLink Cultural Norms 
and Values Assessment Criteria (Rubric).  

2. Add the number of students at each level together.  
3. Record the total number of students at each level for the post-exchange activity.  
4. Submit survey results online at the end of the ArtLink Program.  

II. Lesson Plan and Activities, Lesson 5

ArtLink Post-Exchange Survey Results

Degrees of Quality
Post-Exchange Results 

To be completed at the end of the ArtLink 
program

Number of students 
in class

Beginning

Developing

Proficient

Mastery

Advanced
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III. The ArtLink Videoconference
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Activity Description and Important Points Materials

1. Video- 
conference 
overview

To prepare your class, share an overview of what the videoconference 
includes: 
• Welcome: Greeting in both one’s own and the partners’ native 

languages, sharing the current time, weather conditions and what one 
sees outside of the classroom window. 

• Display of Partner Art: Students hold up all the pieces of art so each 
partner student can see his/her piece.  

• Back-and-Forth Dialogue: Questions and replies between the students 
and the artists of the five pieces selected by each partner class. More 
general (open) questions are explored.  

• Cultural Presentation: Each class presents a two minute song or dance 
from their culture.  

• Wrap-up Discussion and Farewell 

2. Preparing 
for the 
Video 
conference 

a. Ask for class volunteers to share the information in the opening 
‘Welcome’ session (local time, current weather, view outside 
classroom window). 

b. With class, review partner’s art pieces and select 5 they would like 
to examine more closely – ones of particular interest or which are 
the richest in cultural detail.  

c. Once selected, brainstorm a list of the questions for each piece to 
ask the actual artist and/or the whole class. Students refer back to 
the Partner Art Analysis forms they completed when first examining 
their partner’s pieces. Ask “what,” “how,” “why,” “who” or “where” 
questions, rather than ones that only require a “yes” or “no” answer. 
Questions and observations can come from the art, the artist 
descriptions or both.  

d. Assign one or two students to display each of the 5 selected pieces 
and to ask the questions. Remind your students that once a 
question has been answered, anyone may ask follow-up questions 
or offer observations. 

e. Brainstorm a list of  “open discussion” questions (favorite music, 
food, books, movies, games and sports, clothes, social issues, etc.) 
to ask any individual artist or the whole class. Personal information 
on the Artist Description Sheets may inspire questions. Determine 
which students will ask these questions. 

f. Prepare a two minute song or dance from your culture to “perform” 
for your partners. Assign one student to introduce it, including 
background information.

The full set 
of your 
partner’s art 
pieces with 
the Artist 
Description 
Sheets 

The 
completed 
set of 
Partner Art 
Analysis 
forms

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

What is culture? Art is a universal language that can convey cultural 
norms and values.

What are values and how do they help define one’s 
culture?

Expanding one’s awareness of other cultures 
enhances appreciation of the lives of peers living in 
another country.

III. The ArtLink Videoconference
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General Tips for the Videoconference 
• Before the conferences, we will test the videoconference system with your school and your partner’s 

school. However, fluctuating internet connection speeds, greater or lesser demand on available 
internet bandwidth, equipment malfunction, firewalls and even the weather can affect technical 
quality. Students should think of this videoconference as an adventure. Caution them that we may 
have to work through arising technical challenges at the start or in the middle of the conference. Our 
fallback is to run an audio-only teleconference between the classes. 

• To be most effective, students should not think in terms of giving short, rehearsed presentations. Work 
with them to prepare thoughtful questions that can lead to a more in-depth dialogue and discussion 
and being prepared to ask follow-up questions. 

• The best videoconferences come from classes that are focused and relaxed. Many students have never 
videoconferenced before, so they may be nervous. With your help, we will do what we can to help 
them feel comfortable.  

• A staff member at Creative Connections will facilitate the videoconference, but we encourage you to 
take an active role in calling on and working with students throughout the session. 

III. The ArtLink Videoconference
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Activity Description and Important Points Materials

1. Video- 
conference 
overview

To prepare your class, share an overview of what the videoconference 
includes: 
• Welcome: Greeting in both one’s own and the partners’ native 

languages, sharing the current time, weather conditions and what one 
sees outside of the classroom window. 

• Display of Partner Art: Students hold up all the pieces of art so each 
partner student can see his/her piece.  

• Back-and-Forth Dialogue: Questions and replies between the students 
and the artists of the five pieces selected by each partner class. More 
general (open) questions are explored.  

• Cultural Presentation: Each class presents a two minute song or dance 
from their culture.  

• Wrap-up Discussion and Farewell 

2. Preparing 
for the 
Video 
conference 

a. Ask for class volunteers to share the information in the opening 
‘Welcome’ session (local time, current weather, view outside 
classroom window). 

b. With class, review partner’s art pieces and select 5 they would like 
to examine more closely – ones of particular interest or which are 
the richest in cultural detail.  

c. Once selected, brainstorm a list of the questions for each piece to 
ask the actual artist and/or the whole class. Students refer back to 
the Partner Art Analysis forms they completed when first examining 
their partner’s pieces. Ask “what,” “how,” “why,” “who” or “where” 
questions, rather than ones that only require a “yes” or “no” answer. 
Questions and observations can come from the art, the artist 
descriptions or both.  

d. Assign one or two students to display each of the 5 selected pieces 
and to ask the questions. Remind your students that once a 
question has been answered, anyone may ask follow-up questions 
or offer observations. 

e. Brainstorm a list of  “open discussion” questions (favorite music, 
food, books, movies, games and sports, clothes, social issues, etc.) 
to ask any individual artist or the whole class. Personal information 
on the Artist Description Sheets may inspire questions. Determine 
which students will ask these questions. 

f. Prepare a two minute song or dance from your culture to “perform” 
for your partners. Assign one student to introduce it, including 
background information.

The full set 
of your 
partner’s art 
pieces with 
the Artist 
Description 
Sheets 

The 
completed 
set of 
Partner Art 
Analysis 
forms

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings

What is culture? Art is a universal language that can convey cultural 
norms and values.

What are values and how do they help define one’s 
culture?

Expanding one’s awareness of other cultures 
enhances appreciation of the lives of peers living in 
another country.

III. The ArtLink Videoconference
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General Tips for the Videoconference 
• Before the conferences, we will test the videoconference system with your school and your partner’s 

school. However, fluctuating internet connection speeds, greater or lesser demand on available 
internet bandwidth, equipment malfunction, firewalls and even the weather can affect technical 
quality. Students should think of this videoconference as an adventure. Caution them that we may 
have to work through arising technical challenges at the start or in the middle of the conference. Our 
fallback is to run an audio-only teleconference between the classes. 

• To be most effective, students should not think in terms of giving short, rehearsed presentations. Work 
with them to prepare thoughtful questions that can lead to a more in-depth dialogue and discussion 
and being prepared to ask follow-up questions. 

• The best videoconferences come from classes that are focused and relaxed. Many students have never 
videoconferenced before, so they may be nervous. With your help, we will do what we can to help 
them feel comfortable.  

• A staff member at Creative Connections will facilitate the videoconference, but we encourage you to 
take an active role in calling on and working with students throughout the session. 

III. The ArtLink Videoconference
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US Learning Standards 
Addressed Grade 3 4 5 6 7 8 9-10 11 -12
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IV. National Academic and Common Core Standards

To be ready for college, workforce training and life in a 
technological society, students need the ability to gather, 
comprehend, evaluate, synthesize and report on information and 
ideas, to conduct original research in order to answer questions or 
solve problems and to analyze and create a high volume and 
extensive range of print and non-print texts in media forms old and 
new. !
“Key Points” found in the Common Core Standards illustrate the 
academic application of Creative Connections’ ArtLink program: 

• “Literacy standards...are predicated on teachers of ELA, 
history/social studies, science and technical subjects using 
their content area expertise to help students meet the 
particular challenges of reading, writing, speaking, listening 
and language in their respective fields.”  

• The term “technical subject” includes the arts, and it is 
defined by the standards as “[a] course devoted to practical 
study, such as engineering, technology, design, business, or 
other workforce-related subject; a technical aspect of a 
wider field of study, such as art or music.”  

• Speaking and Listening: Students should, “Engage effectively 
in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups and teacher-led) with diverse partners, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly” and “gain, 
evaluate, and present increasingly complex information, 
ideas, and evidence through listening and speaking as well 
as through media.”  

• Numerous examples are listed regarding the use of 
information gathered from both images or graphics’ and 
digital media and technology’ to enhance understanding.  

*Sources:  
www.corestandards.org  
www.corestandards.org/resources/key-points-in-english-
language-arts  

The Arts and the Common Core: A Review of Connections Between 
the Common Core State Standards and the National Core Arts 
Standards Conceptual Framework, 2012: The College for the 
National Coalition for Core Arts Standards.  

How Creative Connections’ ArtLink Program 
Addresses the Common Core Standards* 

IV. National Academic and Common Core Standards
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IV. National Academic and Common Core Standards

To be ready for college, workforce training and life in a 
technological society, students need the ability to gather, 
comprehend, evaluate, synthesize and report on information and 
ideas, to conduct original research in order to answer questions or 
solve problems and to analyze and create a high volume and 
extensive range of print and non-print texts in media forms old and 
new. !
“Key Points” found in the Common Core Standards illustrate the 
academic application of Creative Connections’ ArtLink program: 

• “Literacy standards...are predicated on teachers of ELA, 
history/social studies, science and technical subjects using 
their content area expertise to help students meet the 
particular challenges of reading, writing, speaking, listening 
and language in their respective fields.”  

• The term “technical subject” includes the arts, and it is 
defined by the standards as “[a] course devoted to practical 
study, such as engineering, technology, design, business, or 
other workforce-related subject; a technical aspect of a 
wider field of study, such as art or music.”  

• Speaking and Listening: Students should, “Engage effectively 
in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups and teacher-led) with diverse partners, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly” and “gain, 
evaluate, and present increasingly complex information, 
ideas, and evidence through listening and speaking as well 
as through media.”  

• Numerous examples are listed regarding the use of 
information gathered from both images or graphics’ and 
digital media and technology’ to enhance understanding.  

*Sources:  
www.corestandards.org  
www.corestandards.org/resources/key-points-in-english-
language-arts  

The Arts and the Common Core: A Review of Connections Between 
the Common Core State Standards and the National Core Arts 
Standards Conceptual Framework, 2012: The College for the 
National Coalition for Core Arts Standards.  

How Creative Connections’ ArtLink Program 
Addresses the Common Core Standards* 
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National Visual Arts Anchor Standards*

Anchor standards describe the general knowledge and skill that teachers expect students to demonstrate throughout 
their education in the arts. These anchor standards are parallel across arts disciplines and grade levels and serve as the 

tangible educational expression of artistic literacy. 

Creating 
#VA:Cr1.1: Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas   
                     and work. 
#VA:Cr1.2: Organize and develop artistic ideas and    
                     work. 
#VA:Cr3.1: Refine and complete artistic work.

Responding 
#VA:Re7: Perceive and analyze artistic work 
#VA:Re8: Interpret intent and meaning in artistic   
                  work 
#VA:Re9: Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work 

Presenting 
#VA:Pr4.1: Select, analyze and interpret artistic work   
                    for presentation. 
#VA:Pr6.1: Convey meaning through the   
                     presentation of artistic work. 

*http://www.nationalartsstandards.org

Connecting 
#VA:Cn10.1: Synthesize and relate knowledge and   
                         personal experiences to make art. 
#VA:Cn11.1: Relate artistic ideas and works with   
                        societal, cultural, and historical            
                        context to deepen understanding.

How Creative Connections’ ArtLink Program Addresses  
National Academic Standards

US National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies*

Social studies programs should include experiences 
that provide for the study of culture and cultural 
diversity.  
• Explore and describe similarities and differences 

in the ways groups, societies, and cultures 
address similar human needs and concerns 

• Give examples of how experiences may be 
interpreted differently by people from diverse 
cultural perspectives and frames of reference 

• Compare ways in which people from different 
cultures think about and deal with their physical 
environment and social conditions 

• Give examples and describe the importance of 
cultural unity and diversity within and across 
groups !*http://www.socialstudies.org/standards/strands

Social studies programs should include experiences 
that provide for the study of individual development 
and identity, so that the learner can: 
• Identify and describe ways family, groups, and 

community influence the individual’s daily life 
and personal choices 

• Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal 
identity such as interests, capabilities, and 
perceptions !

Social studies programs should include experiences 
that provide for the study of global connections and 
independence, so that the learner can: 
• Explore ways that language, art, music, belief 

systems, and other cultural elements may 
facilitate global understanding or lead to 
misunderstanding 

• Examine the effects of changing technologies on 
the global community 

IV. National Academic and Common Core Standards
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World Readiness Standards for Foreign Language Learning* 

As stated by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Language, (ACTFL)* [which] continues to play a 
leadership role in the development of national content standards for foreign language education.

Communication 
• Interpersonal: Learners interact and negotiate 

meaning in spoken, signed, or written 
conversations to share information, reactions, 
feelings and opinions. 

• Interpretive: Learners understand, interpret and 
analyze what is heard, read or viewed on a variety 
of topics. 

• Presentational: Learners present information, 
concepts and ideas to inform, explain, persuade 
and narrate on a variety of topics using 
appropriate media and adapting to various 
audiences of listeners, readers, or viewers.

Connections  
• Making Connections: Learners build, reinforce and 

expand their knowledge of other disciplines while 
using the language to develop critical thinking 
and to solve problems creatively. 

• Acquiring Information and Diverse Perspectives: 
Learners access and evaluate information and 
diverse perspectives that are available through 
the language and its cultures. 

Cultures 
• Relating Cultural Practices to Perspectives: Learners 

use the language to investigate, explain and 
reflect on the relationship between the practices 
and perspectives of the cultures studied. 

• Relating Cultural Products to Perspectives: Learners 
use the language to investigate, explain and 
reflect on the relationship between the products 
and perspectives of the cultures studied. !

Comparisons 
• Language Comparisons: Learners use the language 

to investigate, explain and reflect on the nature of 
language through comparisons of the language 
studied and their own. 

• Cultural Comparisons: Learners use the language 
to investigate, explain and reflect on the concept 
of culture through comparisons of the cultures 
studied and their own.

!
*Found at: http://www.actfl.org/publications/all/
national-standards-foreign-language- education

Communities 
• School and Global Communities: Learners use the 

language both within and beyond the classroom 
to interact and collaborate in their community 
and the globalized world. 

• Lifelong Learning: Learners set goals and reflect on 
their progress in using languages for enjoyment, 
enrichment and advancement.

How Creative Connections’ ArtLink Program Addresses  
National Academic Standards

IV. National Academic and Common Core Standards
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National Visual Arts Anchor Standards*

Anchor standards describe the general knowledge and skill that teachers expect students to demonstrate throughout 
their education in the arts. These anchor standards are parallel across arts disciplines and grade levels and serve as the 

tangible educational expression of artistic literacy. 

Creating 
#VA:Cr1.1: Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas   
                     and work. 
#VA:Cr1.2: Organize and develop artistic ideas and    
                     work. 
#VA:Cr3.1: Refine and complete artistic work.

Responding 
#VA:Re7: Perceive and analyze artistic work 
#VA:Re8: Interpret intent and meaning in artistic   
                  work 
#VA:Re9: Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work 

Presenting 
#VA:Pr4.1: Select, analyze and interpret artistic work   
                    for presentation. 
#VA:Pr6.1: Convey meaning through the   
                     presentation of artistic work. 

*http://www.nationalartsstandards.org

Connecting 
#VA:Cn10.1: Synthesize and relate knowledge and   
                         personal experiences to make art. 
#VA:Cn11.1: Relate artistic ideas and works with   
                        societal, cultural, and historical            
                        context to deepen understanding.

How Creative Connections’ ArtLink Program Addresses  
National Academic Standards

US National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies*

Social studies programs should include experiences 
that provide for the study of culture and cultural 
diversity.  
• Explore and describe similarities and differences 

in the ways groups, societies, and cultures 
address similar human needs and concerns 

• Give examples of how experiences may be 
interpreted differently by people from diverse 
cultural perspectives and frames of reference 

• Compare ways in which people from different 
cultures think about and deal with their physical 
environment and social conditions 

• Give examples and describe the importance of 
cultural unity and diversity within and across 
groups !*http://www.socialstudies.org/standards/strands

Social studies programs should include experiences 
that provide for the study of individual development 
and identity, so that the learner can: 
• Identify and describe ways family, groups, and 

community influence the individual’s daily life 
and personal choices 

• Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal 
identity such as interests, capabilities, and 
perceptions !

Social studies programs should include experiences 
that provide for the study of global connections and 
independence, so that the learner can: 
• Explore ways that language, art, music, belief 

systems, and other cultural elements may 
facilitate global understanding or lead to 
misunderstanding 

• Examine the effects of changing technologies on 
the global community 
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World Readiness Standards for Foreign Language Learning* 

As stated by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Language, (ACTFL)* [which] continues to play a 
leadership role in the development of national content standards for foreign language education.

Communication 
• Interpersonal: Learners interact and negotiate 

meaning in spoken, signed, or written 
conversations to share information, reactions, 
feelings and opinions. 

• Interpretive: Learners understand, interpret and 
analyze what is heard, read or viewed on a variety 
of topics. 

• Presentational: Learners present information, 
concepts and ideas to inform, explain, persuade 
and narrate on a variety of topics using 
appropriate media and adapting to various 
audiences of listeners, readers, or viewers.

Connections  
• Making Connections: Learners build, reinforce and 

expand their knowledge of other disciplines while 
using the language to develop critical thinking 
and to solve problems creatively. 

• Acquiring Information and Diverse Perspectives: 
Learners access and evaluate information and 
diverse perspectives that are available through 
the language and its cultures. 

Cultures 
• Relating Cultural Practices to Perspectives: Learners 

use the language to investigate, explain and 
reflect on the relationship between the practices 
and perspectives of the cultures studied. 

• Relating Cultural Products to Perspectives: Learners 
use the language to investigate, explain and 
reflect on the relationship between the products 
and perspectives of the cultures studied. !

Comparisons 
• Language Comparisons: Learners use the language 

to investigate, explain and reflect on the nature of 
language through comparisons of the language 
studied and their own. 

• Cultural Comparisons: Learners use the language 
to investigate, explain and reflect on the concept 
of culture through comparisons of the cultures 
studied and their own.

!
*Found at: http://www.actfl.org/publications/all/
national-standards-foreign-language- education

Communities 
• School and Global Communities: Learners use the 

language both within and beyond the classroom 
to interact and collaborate in their community 
and the globalized world. 

• Lifelong Learning: Learners set goals and reflect on 
their progress in using languages for enjoyment, 
enrichment and advancement.

How Creative Connections’ ArtLink Program Addresses  
National Academic Standards
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Grade 3

LESSON 1: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.1: Ask and answer questions to demonstrate 
understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the 
answers. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.2: Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key 
details and explain how they support the main idea. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.C: Ask questions to check understanding of 
information presented, stay on topic, and link their comments to the remarks 
of others. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.D: Explain their own ideas and understanding in 
light of the discussion. !
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.2.3: Determine messages communicated by an image. 
VA:Re8.1.3: Interpret art by analyzing use of media to create subject matter, 
characteristics of form, and mood. 
VA:Re9.1.3: Evaluate an artwork based on given criteria. 

LESSON 2: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.1: Ask and answer questions to demonstrate 
understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the 
answers. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.3: Describe the relationship between a series of 
historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures 
in a text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect. !
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Compare ways in which people from different cultures think about and 
deal with their physical environment and social conditions. 
NCSS: Give examples and describe the importance of cultural unity and 
diversity within and across groups.

LESSON 3: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1.A: Introduce the topic or text they are writing about, 
state an opinion, and create an organizational structure that lists reasons. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey ideas and information clearly. !
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Cr1.1.3: Elaborate on an imaginative idea. 
VA:Cr2.1.3: Create personally satisfying artwork using a variety of artistic 
processes and materials. 
VA:Cr2.3.3: Individually or collaboratively construct representations, diagrams, 
or maps of places that are part of everyday life. 
VA:Cr3.1.3: Elaborate visual information by adding details in an artwork to 
enhance emerging meaning. 
VA:Cn10.1.3: Develop a work of art based on observations of surroundings. 
VA:Pr5.1.3: Identify exhibit space and prepare works of art including artists’ 
statements, for presentation. !
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSS: Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity such as 
interests, capabilities, and perceptions. !

LESSON 4: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.1: Ask and answer questions to demonstrate 
understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the 
answers. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.2: Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key 
details and explain how they support the main idea. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.4: Determine the meaning of general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 3 topic or 
subject area. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.6: Distinguish their own point of view from that of the 
author of a text. !
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.1.3: Speculate about processes an artist uses to create a work of art. 
VA:Re7.2.3: Determine messages communicated by an image. 
VA:Re9.1.3: Evaluate an artwork based on given criteria. 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSS: Explore and describe similarities and differences in the ways groups, 
societies, and cultures address similar human needs. 

LESSON 5: 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re8.1.3: Interpret art by analyzing use of media to create subject matter, 
characteristics of form, and mood. 
VA:Re9.1.3: Evaluate an artwork based on given criteria. 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Identify and describe ways family, groups, and community influence 
the individual’s daily life and personal choices. 
NCSSS: Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity such as 
interests, capabilities, and perceptions. 
NCSSS: Give examples of how experiences may be interpreted differently by 
people from divers cultural perspectives and frames of reference. 

The ArtLink Videoconference: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.A: Come to discussions prepared, having read or 
studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other 
information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.B: Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., 
gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, speaking one 
at a time about the topics and texts under discussion). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.3: Ask and answer questions about information from a 
speaker, offering appropriate elaboration and detail. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.6: Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to 
task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification (See 
grade 3 Language standards 1 and 3 here for specific expectations). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.1: Ask and answer questions to demonstrate 
understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the 
answers. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.7: Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., 
maps, photographs) and the words in a text to demonstrate understanding of 
the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key events occur). 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Pr6.1.3: Identify and explain how and where different cultures record and 
illustrate stories and history of life through art. 
VA:Re7.1.3:  Speculate about processes an artist uses to create a work of art.  
VA:Re7.2.3:  Determine messages communicated by an image.  
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Explore ways that language, art, music, belief systems and other 
cultural elements may facilitate global understanding or lead to 
misunderstanding. 
NCSSS: Examine the effects of changing technologies on the global 
community.

Grade Level US Academic Standards
IV. National Academic and Common Core Standards
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Grade 4

LESSON 1: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.1: Refer to details and examples in a text when 
explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the 
text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.2: Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from 
details in the text; summarize the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.1.C: Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify 
or follow up on information, and make comments that contribute to the 
discussion and link to the remarks of others. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.1.D: Review the key ideas expressed and explain their 
own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.2.4: Analyze components in visual imagery that convey messages.  
VA:Re8.1.4: Interpret art by referring to contextual information and analyzing 
relevant subject matter, characteristics of form, and use of media.  
VA:Re9.1.4: Apply a set of criteria to evaluate more than one work of art. !

LESSON 2: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.1: Refer to details and examples in a text when 
explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the 
text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.3: Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a 
story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character's 
thoughts, words, or actions).  
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Compare ways in which people from different cultures think about and 
deal with their physical environment and social conditions. 
NCSS: Give examples and describe the importance of cultural unity and 
diversity within and across groups. 

LESSON 3: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.1.B: Provide reasons that are supported by facts and 
details. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2.B: Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Cr1.1.4: Brainstorm multiple approaches to a creative art or design 
problem.  
VA:Cr2.1.4: Explore and invent art-making techniques and approaches.  
VA:Cr3.1.4: Revise artwork in progress on the basis of insights gained through 
peer discussion.  
VA:Cn11.1.4: Create works of art that reflect community cultural traditions.  
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSS: Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity such as 
interests, capabilities, and perceptions. !

LESSON 4: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.1: Refer to details and examples in a text when 
explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the 
text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.2: Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from 
details in the text; summarize the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.4: Determine the meaning of general academic and 
domain-specific words or phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject 
area. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.7: Interpret information presented visually, orally, or 
quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or 
interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the information 
contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.1.4: Compare responses to a work of art before and after working in 
similar media.  
VA:Re7.2.4: Analyze components in visual imagery that convey messages 
VA:Re8.1.4: Interpret art by referring to contextual information and analyzing 
relevant subject matter, characteristics of form, and use of media 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSS: Explore and describe similarities and differences in the ways groups, 
societies, and cultures address similar human needs. !

LESSON 5: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.10: By the end of year, read and comprehend 
informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical 
texts, in the grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as 
needed at the high end of the range. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re8.1.4: Interpret art by referring to contextual information and analyzing 
relevant subject matter, characteristics of form, and use of media 
VA:Re9.1.4: Apply one set of criteria to evaluate more than one work of art.  
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Identify and describe ways family, groups, and community influence 
the individual’s daily life and personal choices. 
NCSSS: Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity such as 
interests, capabilities, and perceptions. 
NCSSS: Give examples of how experiences may be interpreted differently by 
people from divers cultural perspectives and frames of reference. !

The ArtLink Videoconference: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.1.A: Come to discussions prepared, having read or 
studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other 
information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.1.B: Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and 
carry out assigned roles. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.1.C: Pose and respond to 
specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make comments 
that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.6: Differentiate between contexts that call for formal 
English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where informal discourse is 
appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use formal English when 
appropriate to task and situation (See grade 4 Language standards 1 here for 
specific expectations). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.1: Refer to details and examples in a text when 
explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the 
text.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.4: Determine the meaning of general academic and 
domain-specific words or phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or 
subject area. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Pr5.1.4:  Analyze the various considerations for presenting and protecting 
art in various locations, indoor or outdoor settings, in temporary or permanent 
forms, and in physical or digital formats.  
VA:Re8.1.4: Interpret art by referring to contextual information and analyzing 
relevant subject matter, characteristics of form, and use of media.  
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Explore ways that language, art, music, belief systems and other 
cultural elements may facilitate global understanding or lead to 
misunderstanding. 
NCSSS: Examine the effects of changing technologies on the global 
community. 

Grade Level US Academic Standards
IV. National Academic and Common Core Standards

    2014-2015 ArtLink Program  “Picture the Moment”                                                              Page 57Back to Table of Contents 
 



Grade 3

LESSON 1: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.1: Ask and answer questions to demonstrate 
understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the 
answers. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.2: Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key 
details and explain how they support the main idea. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.C: Ask questions to check understanding of 
information presented, stay on topic, and link their comments to the remarks 
of others. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.D: Explain their own ideas and understanding in 
light of the discussion. !
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.2.3: Determine messages communicated by an image. 
VA:Re8.1.3: Interpret art by analyzing use of media to create subject matter, 
characteristics of form, and mood. 
VA:Re9.1.3: Evaluate an artwork based on given criteria. 

LESSON 2: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.1: Ask and answer questions to demonstrate 
understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the 
answers. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.3: Describe the relationship between a series of 
historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures 
in a text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect. !
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Compare ways in which people from different cultures think about and 
deal with their physical environment and social conditions. 
NCSS: Give examples and describe the importance of cultural unity and 
diversity within and across groups.

LESSON 3: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1.A: Introduce the topic or text they are writing about, 
state an opinion, and create an organizational structure that lists reasons. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey ideas and information clearly. !
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Cr1.1.3: Elaborate on an imaginative idea. 
VA:Cr2.1.3: Create personally satisfying artwork using a variety of artistic 
processes and materials. 
VA:Cr2.3.3: Individually or collaboratively construct representations, diagrams, 
or maps of places that are part of everyday life. 
VA:Cr3.1.3: Elaborate visual information by adding details in an artwork to 
enhance emerging meaning. 
VA:Cn10.1.3: Develop a work of art based on observations of surroundings. 
VA:Pr5.1.3: Identify exhibit space and prepare works of art including artists’ 
statements, for presentation. !
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSS: Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity such as 
interests, capabilities, and perceptions. !

LESSON 4: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.1: Ask and answer questions to demonstrate 
understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the 
answers. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.2: Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key 
details and explain how they support the main idea. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.4: Determine the meaning of general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 3 topic or 
subject area. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.6: Distinguish their own point of view from that of the 
author of a text. !
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.1.3: Speculate about processes an artist uses to create a work of art. 
VA:Re7.2.3: Determine messages communicated by an image. 
VA:Re9.1.3: Evaluate an artwork based on given criteria. 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSS: Explore and describe similarities and differences in the ways groups, 
societies, and cultures address similar human needs. 

LESSON 5: 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re8.1.3: Interpret art by analyzing use of media to create subject matter, 
characteristics of form, and mood. 
VA:Re9.1.3: Evaluate an artwork based on given criteria. 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Identify and describe ways family, groups, and community influence 
the individual’s daily life and personal choices. 
NCSSS: Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity such as 
interests, capabilities, and perceptions. 
NCSSS: Give examples of how experiences may be interpreted differently by 
people from divers cultural perspectives and frames of reference. 

The ArtLink Videoconference: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.A: Come to discussions prepared, having read or 
studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other 
information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.B: Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., 
gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, speaking one 
at a time about the topics and texts under discussion). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.3: Ask and answer questions about information from a 
speaker, offering appropriate elaboration and detail. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.6: Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to 
task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification (See 
grade 3 Language standards 1 and 3 here for specific expectations). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.1: Ask and answer questions to demonstrate 
understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the 
answers. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.7: Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., 
maps, photographs) and the words in a text to demonstrate understanding of 
the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key events occur). 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Pr6.1.3: Identify and explain how and where different cultures record and 
illustrate stories and history of life through art. 
VA:Re7.1.3:  Speculate about processes an artist uses to create a work of art.  
VA:Re7.2.3:  Determine messages communicated by an image.  
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Explore ways that language, art, music, belief systems and other 
cultural elements may facilitate global understanding or lead to 
misunderstanding. 
NCSSS: Examine the effects of changing technologies on the global 
community.

Grade Level US Academic Standards
IV. National Academic and Common Core Standards

    2014-2015 ArtLink Program  “Picture the Moment”                                                              Page 56 Back to Table of Contents 
 

Grade 4

LESSON 1: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.1: Refer to details and examples in a text when 
explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the 
text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.2: Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from 
details in the text; summarize the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.1.C: Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify 
or follow up on information, and make comments that contribute to the 
discussion and link to the remarks of others. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.1.D: Review the key ideas expressed and explain their 
own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.2.4: Analyze components in visual imagery that convey messages.  
VA:Re8.1.4: Interpret art by referring to contextual information and analyzing 
relevant subject matter, characteristics of form, and use of media.  
VA:Re9.1.4: Apply a set of criteria to evaluate more than one work of art. !

LESSON 2: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.1: Refer to details and examples in a text when 
explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the 
text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.3: Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a 
story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character's 
thoughts, words, or actions).  
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Compare ways in which people from different cultures think about and 
deal with their physical environment and social conditions. 
NCSS: Give examples and describe the importance of cultural unity and 
diversity within and across groups. 

LESSON 3: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.1.B: Provide reasons that are supported by facts and 
details. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2.B: Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Cr1.1.4: Brainstorm multiple approaches to a creative art or design 
problem.  
VA:Cr2.1.4: Explore and invent art-making techniques and approaches.  
VA:Cr3.1.4: Revise artwork in progress on the basis of insights gained through 
peer discussion.  
VA:Cn11.1.4: Create works of art that reflect community cultural traditions.  
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSS: Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity such as 
interests, capabilities, and perceptions. !

LESSON 4: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.1: Refer to details and examples in a text when 
explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the 
text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.2: Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from 
details in the text; summarize the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.4: Determine the meaning of general academic and 
domain-specific words or phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject 
area. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.7: Interpret information presented visually, orally, or 
quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or 
interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the information 
contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.1.4: Compare responses to a work of art before and after working in 
similar media.  
VA:Re7.2.4: Analyze components in visual imagery that convey messages 
VA:Re8.1.4: Interpret art by referring to contextual information and analyzing 
relevant subject matter, characteristics of form, and use of media 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSS: Explore and describe similarities and differences in the ways groups, 
societies, and cultures address similar human needs. !

LESSON 5: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.10: By the end of year, read and comprehend 
informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical 
texts, in the grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as 
needed at the high end of the range. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re8.1.4: Interpret art by referring to contextual information and analyzing 
relevant subject matter, characteristics of form, and use of media 
VA:Re9.1.4: Apply one set of criteria to evaluate more than one work of art.  
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Identify and describe ways family, groups, and community influence 
the individual’s daily life and personal choices. 
NCSSS: Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity such as 
interests, capabilities, and perceptions. 
NCSSS: Give examples of how experiences may be interpreted differently by 
people from divers cultural perspectives and frames of reference. !

The ArtLink Videoconference: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.1.A: Come to discussions prepared, having read or 
studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other 
information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.1.B: Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and 
carry out assigned roles. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.1.C: Pose and respond to 
specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make comments 
that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.6: Differentiate between contexts that call for formal 
English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where informal discourse is 
appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use formal English when 
appropriate to task and situation (See grade 4 Language standards 1 here for 
specific expectations). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.1: Refer to details and examples in a text when 
explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the 
text.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.4: Determine the meaning of general academic and 
domain-specific words or phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or 
subject area. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Pr5.1.4:  Analyze the various considerations for presenting and protecting 
art in various locations, indoor or outdoor settings, in temporary or permanent 
forms, and in physical or digital formats.  
VA:Re8.1.4: Interpret art by referring to contextual information and analyzing 
relevant subject matter, characteristics of form, and use of media.  
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Explore ways that language, art, music, belief systems and other 
cultural elements may facilitate global understanding or lead to 
misunderstanding. 
NCSSS: Examine the effects of changing technologies on the global 
community. 

Grade Level US Academic Standards
IV. National Academic and Common Core Standards
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Grade 5

LESSON 1: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.2: Determine two or more main ideas of a text and 
explain how they are supported by key details; summarize the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.4: Determine the meaning of general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or 
subject area.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.3: Explain the relationships or interactions between 
two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or 
technical text based on specific information in the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 
grade 5 topics and texts, building on others' ideas and expressing their own 
clearly.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.1.C: Pose and respond to specific questions by 
making comments that contribute to the discussion and elaborate on the 
remarks of others. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.2.D: Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.2.5: Identify and analyze cultural associations suggested by visual 
imagery.  
VA:Re8.1.5: Interpret art by analyzing characteristics of form and structure, 
contextual information, subject matter, visual elements, and use of media to 
identify ideas and mood conveyed.  

LESSON 2: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.1.C: Pose and respond to specific questions by 
making comments that contribute to the discussion and elaborate on the 
remarks of others. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.1.A: Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, 
and create an organizational structure in which ideas are logically grouped to 
support the writer's purpose. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.2: Summarize a written text read aloud or information 
presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and 
orally.  
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Compare ways in which people from different cultures think about and 
deal with their physical environment and social conditions. 
NCSS: Give examples and describe the importance of cultural unity and 
diversity within and across groups. 

LESSON 3: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.2.B: Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Cr1.1.5: Combine ideas to generate an innovative idea for art-making. 
VA:Cr2.1.4: Explore and invent art-making techniques and approaches.  
VA:Cr1.2.5: Identify and demonstrate diverse methods of artistic investigation 
to choose an approach for beginning a work of art 
VA:Cr2.1.5: Experiment and develop skills in multiple art-making techniques 
and approaches through practice.  
VA:Cr2.3.5: Identify, describe, and visually document places and/or objects of 
personal significance.  
VA:Cr3.1.5: Create artist statements using art vocabulary to describe personal 
choices in art-making.  
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSS: Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity such as 
interests, capabilities, and perceptions.

LESSON 4: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.1: Quote accurately from a text when explaining what 
the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.2: Determine two or more main ideas of a text and 
explain how they are supported by key details; summarize the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.5: Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., 
chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, 
concepts, or information in two or more texts. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.6: Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or 
topic, noting important similarities and differences in the point of view they 
represent. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.1.5: Compare one's own interpretation of a work of art with the 
interpretation of others.  
VA:Re7.2.5: Identify and analyze cultural associations suggested by visual 
imagery. 
VA:Re8.1.5: Interpret art by analyzing characteristics of form and structure, 
contextual information, subject matter, visual elements, and use of media to 
identify ideas and mood conveyed.  
VA:Re9.1.5: Recognize differences in criteria used to evaluate works of art 
depending on styles, genres, and media as well as historical and cultural 
contexts. 
VA:Cn10.1.5: Apply formal and conceptual vocabularies of art and design to 
view surroundings in new ways through art-making.  
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSS: Explore and describe similarities and differences in the ways groups, 
societies, and cultures address similar human needs. 

Grade Level US Academic Standards
IV. National Academic and Common Core Standards
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Grade 5 (continued)!

LESSON 5: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.8: Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to 
support particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence 
support which point(s). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.9: Integrate information from several texts on the 
same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend 
informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical 
texts, at the high end of the grades 4-5 text complexity band independently 
and proficiently. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.2.5: Identify and analyze cultural associations suggested by visual 
imagery. 
VA:Re8.1.5: Interpret art by analyzing characteristics of form and structure, 
contextual information, subject matter, visual elements, and use of media to 
identify ideas and mood conveyed. 
VA:Re9.1.5: Recognize differences in criteria used to evaluate works of art 
depending on styles, genres, and media as well as historical and cultural 
contexts. 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Identify and describe ways family, groups, and community influence 
the individual’s daily life and personal choices. 
NCSSS: Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity such as 
interests, capabilities, and perceptions. 
NCSSS: Give examples of how experiences may be interpreted differently by 
people from divers cultural perspectives and frames of reference. !

The ArtLink Videoconference: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.1.A: Come to discussions prepared, having read or 
studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other 
information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.1.B: Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and 
carry out assigned roles.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.1.C: Pose and respond to specific questions by 
making comments that contribute to the discussion and elaborate on the 
remarks of others.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.2: Summarize a written text read aloud or information 
presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and 
orally.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.1: Quote accurately from a text when explaining what 
the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.3: Explain the relationships or interactions between 
two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or 
technical text based on specific information in the text.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.4: Determine the meaning of general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or 
subject area. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.1.5: Compare one's own interpretation of a work of art with the 
interpretation of others.  
VA:Re7.2.5: Identify and analyze cultural associations suggested by visual 
imagery.  
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Explore ways that language, art, music, belief systems and other 
cultural elements may facilitate global understanding or lead to 
misunderstanding. 
NCSSS: Examine the effects of changing technologies on the global 
community. 

Grade Level US Academic Standards
IV. National Academic and Common Core Standards
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Grade 5

LESSON 1: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.2: Determine two or more main ideas of a text and 
explain how they are supported by key details; summarize the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.4: Determine the meaning of general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or 
subject area.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.3: Explain the relationships or interactions between 
two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or 
technical text based on specific information in the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 
grade 5 topics and texts, building on others' ideas and expressing their own 
clearly.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.1.C: Pose and respond to specific questions by 
making comments that contribute to the discussion and elaborate on the 
remarks of others. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.2.D: Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.2.5: Identify and analyze cultural associations suggested by visual 
imagery.  
VA:Re8.1.5: Interpret art by analyzing characteristics of form and structure, 
contextual information, subject matter, visual elements, and use of media to 
identify ideas and mood conveyed.  

LESSON 2: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.1.C: Pose and respond to specific questions by 
making comments that contribute to the discussion and elaborate on the 
remarks of others. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.1.A: Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, 
and create an organizational structure in which ideas are logically grouped to 
support the writer's purpose. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.2: Summarize a written text read aloud or information 
presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and 
orally.  
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Compare ways in which people from different cultures think about and 
deal with their physical environment and social conditions. 
NCSS: Give examples and describe the importance of cultural unity and 
diversity within and across groups. 

LESSON 3: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.2.B: Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Cr1.1.5: Combine ideas to generate an innovative idea for art-making. 
VA:Cr2.1.4: Explore and invent art-making techniques and approaches.  
VA:Cr1.2.5: Identify and demonstrate diverse methods of artistic investigation 
to choose an approach for beginning a work of art 
VA:Cr2.1.5: Experiment and develop skills in multiple art-making techniques 
and approaches through practice.  
VA:Cr2.3.5: Identify, describe, and visually document places and/or objects of 
personal significance.  
VA:Cr3.1.5: Create artist statements using art vocabulary to describe personal 
choices in art-making.  
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSS: Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity such as 
interests, capabilities, and perceptions.

LESSON 4: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.1: Quote accurately from a text when explaining what 
the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.2: Determine two or more main ideas of a text and 
explain how they are supported by key details; summarize the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.5: Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., 
chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, 
concepts, or information in two or more texts. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.6: Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or 
topic, noting important similarities and differences in the point of view they 
represent. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.1.5: Compare one's own interpretation of a work of art with the 
interpretation of others.  
VA:Re7.2.5: Identify and analyze cultural associations suggested by visual 
imagery. 
VA:Re8.1.5: Interpret art by analyzing characteristics of form and structure, 
contextual information, subject matter, visual elements, and use of media to 
identify ideas and mood conveyed.  
VA:Re9.1.5: Recognize differences in criteria used to evaluate works of art 
depending on styles, genres, and media as well as historical and cultural 
contexts. 
VA:Cn10.1.5: Apply formal and conceptual vocabularies of art and design to 
view surroundings in new ways through art-making.  
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSS: Explore and describe similarities and differences in the ways groups, 
societies, and cultures address similar human needs. 

Grade Level US Academic Standards
IV. National Academic and Common Core Standards
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Grade 5 (continued)!

LESSON 5: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.8: Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to 
support particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence 
support which point(s). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.9: Integrate information from several texts on the 
same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend 
informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical 
texts, at the high end of the grades 4-5 text complexity band independently 
and proficiently. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.2.5: Identify and analyze cultural associations suggested by visual 
imagery. 
VA:Re8.1.5: Interpret art by analyzing characteristics of form and structure, 
contextual information, subject matter, visual elements, and use of media to 
identify ideas and mood conveyed. 
VA:Re9.1.5: Recognize differences in criteria used to evaluate works of art 
depending on styles, genres, and media as well as historical and cultural 
contexts. 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Identify and describe ways family, groups, and community influence 
the individual’s daily life and personal choices. 
NCSSS: Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity such as 
interests, capabilities, and perceptions. 
NCSSS: Give examples of how experiences may be interpreted differently by 
people from divers cultural perspectives and frames of reference. !

The ArtLink Videoconference: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.1.A: Come to discussions prepared, having read or 
studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other 
information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.1.B: Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and 
carry out assigned roles.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.1.C: Pose and respond to specific questions by 
making comments that contribute to the discussion and elaborate on the 
remarks of others.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.2: Summarize a written text read aloud or information 
presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and 
orally.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.1: Quote accurately from a text when explaining what 
the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.3: Explain the relationships or interactions between 
two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or 
technical text based on specific information in the text.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.4: Determine the meaning of general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or 
subject area. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.1.5: Compare one's own interpretation of a work of art with the 
interpretation of others.  
VA:Re7.2.5: Identify and analyze cultural associations suggested by visual 
imagery.  
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Explore ways that language, art, music, belief systems and other 
cultural elements may facilitate global understanding or lead to 
misunderstanding. 
NCSSS: Examine the effects of changing technologies on the global 
community. 

Grade Level US Academic Standards
IV. National Academic and Common Core Standards

    2014-2015 ArtLink Program  “Picture the Moment”                                                              Page 59 Back to Table of Contents 
 



Grade 6

LESSON 1: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of 
primary and secondary sources. 
CCSS ELA-LITERACY.RI. 6.1: Determine a central idea of a text and how it is 
conveyed through particular details, provide a summary of the text distinct 
from personal opinions or judgments. 
CCSS ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.C: Pose and respond to specific questions with 
elaboration and detail by making comments that contribute to the topic, text 
or issue under discussion. 
CCSS ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.C: Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate 
understanding of multiple perspectives through reflection and paraphrasing. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.2.6: Analyze ways that visual components and cultural associations 
suggested by images influence ideas, emotions, and actions. 
VA:Re8.1.6: Interpret art by distinguishing between relevant and non-relevant 
contextual information and analyzing subject matter, characteristics of form 
and structure, and use of media to identify ideas and mood conveyed. !!

LESSON 2: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis 
of primary and secondary sources. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2: Determine the central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source 
distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Cr1.1.6: Combine concepts collaboratively to generate innovative ideas for 
creating art. 
VA:Cr1.2.6: Formulate an artistic investigation of personally relevant content 
for creating art. 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Compare ways in which people from different cultures think about and 
deal with their physical environment and social conditions; 
NCSSS: Give examples and describe the importance of cultural unity and 
diversity within and across groups. 

LESSON 3: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.1.B: Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant 
evidence, using credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the 
topic or text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, 
organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Cr1.1.6: Combine concepts collaboratively to generate innovative ideas for 
creating art. 
VA:Cr1.2.6: Formulate an artistic investigation of personally relevant content 
for creating art. 
VA:Cr2.1.6: Demonstrate openness in trying new ideas, materials, methods, 
and approaches in making works of art and design. 
VA:Cr3.1.6: Reflect on whether personal artwork conveys the intended 
meaning and revise accordingly. 
VA:Cn10.1.6: Generate a collection of ideas reflecting current interests and 
concerns that could be investigated in art-making. 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSS: Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity such as 
interests, capabilities, and perceptions. !

LESSON 4: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis 
of primary and secondary sources. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2: Determine the central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.6: Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's 
point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language). 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.2.6: Analyze ways that visual components and cultural associations 
suggested by images influence ideas, emotions, and actions. 
VA:Re8.1.6: Interpret art by distinguishing between relevant and non-relevant 
contextual information and analyzing subject matter, characteristics of form 
and structure, and use of media to identify ideas and mood conveyed. 
VA:Re9.1.6: Develop and apply relevant criteria to evaluate a work of art. 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSS: Explore and describe similarities and differences in the ways groups, 
societies, and cultures address similar human needs.

LESSON 5: 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.2.6: Analyze ways that visual components and cultural associations 
suggested by images influence ideas, emotions, and actions. 
VA:Re8.1.6: Interpret art by distinguishing between relevant and non-relevant 
contextual information and analyzing subject matter, characteristics of form 
and structure, and use of media to identify ideas and mood conveyed. 
VA:Re9.1.6: Develop and apply relevant criteria to evaluate a work of art. 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Identify and describe ways family, groups, and community influence 
the individual’s daily life and personal choices. 
NCSSS: Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity such as 
interests, capabilities, and perceptions. 
NCSSS: Give examples of how experiences may be interpreted differently by 
people from diverse cultural perspectives and frames of reference. 

The ArtLink Videoconference: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.1.A: Come to discussions prepared, having read or 
studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence on the topic, text to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.1.B: Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific 
goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.1.C: Pose and respond to specific questions with 
elaboration and detail by making comments that contribute to the topic, text, 
or issue under discussion.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.2: Interpret information presented in diverse media 
and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how it contributes 
to a topic, text, or issue under study.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.4: Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas 
logically and using pertinent descriptions, facts, and details to accentuate 
main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and 
clear pronunciation. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.1: Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.7: Integrate information presented in different media 
or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a 
coherent understanding of a topic or issue.  
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.2.6: Analyze ways that visual components and cultural associations 
suggested by images influence ideas, emotions, and actions.  
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Explore ways that language, art, music, belief systems and other 
cultural elements may facilitate global understanding or lead to 
misunderstanding. 
NCSSS: Examine the effects of changing technologies on the global 
community.

Grade Level US Academic Standards
IV. National Academic and Common Core Standards
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Grade 7

LESSON 1: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.1: Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 
text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.2: Determine two or more central ideas in a text and 
analyze their development over the course of the text; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.3: Analyze the interactions between individuals, 
events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or events, or 
how individuals influence ideas or events). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.7.1.C: Pose questions that elicit elaboration and 
respond to others' questions and comments with relevant observations and 
ideas that bring the discussion back on topic as needed. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.7.2: Analyze the main ideas and supporting details 
presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) 
and explain how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.2.7: Analyze multiple ways that images influence specific audiences. 
VA:Re8.1.7: Interpret art by analyzing art-making approaches, the 
characteristics of form and structure, relevant contextual information, subject 
matter, and use of media to identify ideas and mood conveyed. !!

LESSON 2: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.7.1: Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 
text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.7.2: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and 
analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
CSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Cr1.1.7: Apply methods to overcome creative blocks.  
VA:Cr1.2.7: Develop criteria to guide making a work of art or design to meet an 
identified goal.  
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Compare ways in which people from different cultures think about and 
deal with their physical environment and social conditions; 
NCSSS: Give examples and describe the importance of cultural unity and 
diversity within and across groups. 

LESSON 3: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.1.B: Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and 
relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an 
understanding of the topic or text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.1.C: Use words, phrases, and clauses to create 
cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), reasons, and evidence. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Cr2.1.7: Demonstrate persistence in developing skills with various 
materials, methods, and approaches in creating works of art or design.  
VA:Cr2.3.7: Apply visual organizational strategies to design and produce a 
work of art, design, or media that clearly communicates information or ideas.  
VA:Cr3.1.7: Reflect on and explain important information about personal 
artwork in an artist statement or another format. 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSS: Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity such as 
interests, capabilities, and perceptions. 

LESSON 4: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RST.6-8.2: Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a 
text; provide an accurate summary of the text distinct from prior knowledge or 
opinions. 
CCSS ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis 
of primary and secondary sources. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2: Determine the central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source 
distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.6: Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's 
point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of 
particular facts). 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.2.7: Analyze multiple ways that images influence specific audiences. 
VA:Re8.1.7L Interpret art by analyzing art-making approaches, the 
characteristics of form and structure, relevant contextual information, subject 
matter, and use of media to identify ideas and mood conveyed.  
VA:Re9.1.7: Compare and explain the difference between an evaluation of an 
artwork based on personal criteria and an evaluation of an artwork based on a 
set of established criteria.  
Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSS: Explore and describe similarities and differences in the ways groups, 
societies, and cultures address similar human needs. 

Grade Level US Academic Standards
IV. National Academic and Common Core Standards
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Grade 6

LESSON 1: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of 
primary and secondary sources. 
CCSS ELA-LITERACY.RI. 6.1: Determine a central idea of a text and how it is 
conveyed through particular details, provide a summary of the text distinct 
from personal opinions or judgments. 
CCSS ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.C: Pose and respond to specific questions with 
elaboration and detail by making comments that contribute to the topic, text 
or issue under discussion. 
CCSS ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.C: Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate 
understanding of multiple perspectives through reflection and paraphrasing. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.2.6: Analyze ways that visual components and cultural associations 
suggested by images influence ideas, emotions, and actions. 
VA:Re8.1.6: Interpret art by distinguishing between relevant and non-relevant 
contextual information and analyzing subject matter, characteristics of form 
and structure, and use of media to identify ideas and mood conveyed. !!

LESSON 2: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis 
of primary and secondary sources. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2: Determine the central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source 
distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Cr1.1.6: Combine concepts collaboratively to generate innovative ideas for 
creating art. 
VA:Cr1.2.6: Formulate an artistic investigation of personally relevant content 
for creating art. 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Compare ways in which people from different cultures think about and 
deal with their physical environment and social conditions; 
NCSSS: Give examples and describe the importance of cultural unity and 
diversity within and across groups. 

LESSON 3: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.1.B: Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant 
evidence, using credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the 
topic or text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, 
organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Cr1.1.6: Combine concepts collaboratively to generate innovative ideas for 
creating art. 
VA:Cr1.2.6: Formulate an artistic investigation of personally relevant content 
for creating art. 
VA:Cr2.1.6: Demonstrate openness in trying new ideas, materials, methods, 
and approaches in making works of art and design. 
VA:Cr3.1.6: Reflect on whether personal artwork conveys the intended 
meaning and revise accordingly. 
VA:Cn10.1.6: Generate a collection of ideas reflecting current interests and 
concerns that could be investigated in art-making. 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSS: Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity such as 
interests, capabilities, and perceptions. !

LESSON 4: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis 
of primary and secondary sources. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2: Determine the central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.6: Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's 
point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language). 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.2.6: Analyze ways that visual components and cultural associations 
suggested by images influence ideas, emotions, and actions. 
VA:Re8.1.6: Interpret art by distinguishing between relevant and non-relevant 
contextual information and analyzing subject matter, characteristics of form 
and structure, and use of media to identify ideas and mood conveyed. 
VA:Re9.1.6: Develop and apply relevant criteria to evaluate a work of art. 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSS: Explore and describe similarities and differences in the ways groups, 
societies, and cultures address similar human needs.

LESSON 5: 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.2.6: Analyze ways that visual components and cultural associations 
suggested by images influence ideas, emotions, and actions. 
VA:Re8.1.6: Interpret art by distinguishing between relevant and non-relevant 
contextual information and analyzing subject matter, characteristics of form 
and structure, and use of media to identify ideas and mood conveyed. 
VA:Re9.1.6: Develop and apply relevant criteria to evaluate a work of art. 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Identify and describe ways family, groups, and community influence 
the individual’s daily life and personal choices. 
NCSSS: Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity such as 
interests, capabilities, and perceptions. 
NCSSS: Give examples of how experiences may be interpreted differently by 
people from diverse cultural perspectives and frames of reference. 

The ArtLink Videoconference: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.1.A: Come to discussions prepared, having read or 
studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence on the topic, text to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.1.B: Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific 
goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.1.C: Pose and respond to specific questions with 
elaboration and detail by making comments that contribute to the topic, text, 
or issue under discussion.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.2: Interpret information presented in diverse media 
and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how it contributes 
to a topic, text, or issue under study.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.4: Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas 
logically and using pertinent descriptions, facts, and details to accentuate 
main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and 
clear pronunciation. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.1: Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.7: Integrate information presented in different media 
or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a 
coherent understanding of a topic or issue.  
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.2.6: Analyze ways that visual components and cultural associations 
suggested by images influence ideas, emotions, and actions.  
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Explore ways that language, art, music, belief systems and other 
cultural elements may facilitate global understanding or lead to 
misunderstanding. 
NCSSS: Examine the effects of changing technologies on the global 
community.

Grade Level US Academic Standards
IV. National Academic and Common Core Standards
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Grade 7

LESSON 1: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.1: Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 
text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.2: Determine two or more central ideas in a text and 
analyze their development over the course of the text; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.3: Analyze the interactions between individuals, 
events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or events, or 
how individuals influence ideas or events). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.7.1.C: Pose questions that elicit elaboration and 
respond to others' questions and comments with relevant observations and 
ideas that bring the discussion back on topic as needed. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.7.2: Analyze the main ideas and supporting details 
presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) 
and explain how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.2.7: Analyze multiple ways that images influence specific audiences. 
VA:Re8.1.7: Interpret art by analyzing art-making approaches, the 
characteristics of form and structure, relevant contextual information, subject 
matter, and use of media to identify ideas and mood conveyed. !!

LESSON 2: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.7.1: Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 
text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.7.2: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and 
analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
CSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Cr1.1.7: Apply methods to overcome creative blocks.  
VA:Cr1.2.7: Develop criteria to guide making a work of art or design to meet an 
identified goal.  
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Compare ways in which people from different cultures think about and 
deal with their physical environment and social conditions; 
NCSSS: Give examples and describe the importance of cultural unity and 
diversity within and across groups. 

LESSON 3: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.1.B: Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and 
relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an 
understanding of the topic or text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.1.C: Use words, phrases, and clauses to create 
cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), reasons, and evidence. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Cr2.1.7: Demonstrate persistence in developing skills with various 
materials, methods, and approaches in creating works of art or design.  
VA:Cr2.3.7: Apply visual organizational strategies to design and produce a 
work of art, design, or media that clearly communicates information or ideas.  
VA:Cr3.1.7: Reflect on and explain important information about personal 
artwork in an artist statement or another format. 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSS: Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity such as 
interests, capabilities, and perceptions. 

LESSON 4: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RST.6-8.2: Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a 
text; provide an accurate summary of the text distinct from prior knowledge or 
opinions. 
CCSS ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis 
of primary and secondary sources. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2: Determine the central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source 
distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.6: Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's 
point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of 
particular facts). 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.2.7: Analyze multiple ways that images influence specific audiences. 
VA:Re8.1.7L Interpret art by analyzing art-making approaches, the 
characteristics of form and structure, relevant contextual information, subject 
matter, and use of media to identify ideas and mood conveyed.  
VA:Re9.1.7: Compare and explain the difference between an evaluation of an 
artwork based on personal criteria and an evaluation of an artwork based on a 
set of established criteria.  
Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSS: Explore and describe similarities and differences in the ways groups, 
societies, and cultures address similar human needs. 

Grade Level US Academic Standards
IV. National Academic and Common Core Standards
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Grade 7 (continued)!

LESSON 5: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.1.C: Use words, phrases, and clauses to create 
cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, 
and evidence. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.2.D: Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.2.7: Analyze multiple ways that images influence specific audiences. 
VA:Re8.1.7L Interpret art by analyzing art-making approaches, the 
characteristics of form and structure, relevant contextual information, subject 
matter, and use of media to identify ideas and mood conveyed.  
VA:Re9.1.7: Compare and explain the difference between an evaluation of an 
artwork based on personal criteria and an evaluation of an artwork based on a 
set of established criteria.  
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Identify and describe ways family, groups, and community influence 
the individual’s daily life and personal choices. 
NCSSS: Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity such as 
interests, capabilities, and perceptions. 
NCSSS: Give examples of how experiences may be interpreted differently by 
people from divers cultural perspectives and frames of reference. 

The ArtLink Videoconference: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.7.1.A:  Come to discussions prepared, having read or 
researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by 
referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas 
under discussion.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.7.1.B: Follow rules for collegial discussions, track 
progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as 
needed.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.7.1.C: Pose questions that elicit elaboration and 
respond to others' questions and comments with relevant observations and 
ideas that bring the discussion back on topic as needed.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.7.1.D: Acknowledge new information expressed by 
others and, when warranted, modify their own views.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.7.2: Analyze the main ideas and supporting details 
presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) 
and explain how the ideas clarify.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 
text.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical 
meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.6: Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a 
text and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her position from that of 
others. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Pr.4.1.7: Compare and contrast how technologies have changed the way 
artwork is preserved, presented, and experienced.   
VA:Pr6.1.8: Analyze why and how an exhibition or collection may influence 
ideas, beliefs, and experiences.  
VA:Re7.1.8: Explain how a person’s aesthetic choices are influenced by culture 
and environment and impact the visual image that one conveys to others.  
Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Explore ways that language, art, music, belief systems and other 
cultural elements may facilitate global understanding or lead to 
misunderstanding. 
NCSSS: Examine the effects of changing technologies on the global 
community. 

Grade Level US Academic Standards
IV. National Academic and Common Core Standards
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Grade 8

LESSON 1: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.1: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly 
supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
from the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.8.1: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly 
supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
from the text.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.8.2: Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of the text, including its relationship to 
supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.8.3: Analyze how a text makes connections among and 
distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, 
analogies, or categories). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.1.C: Pose questions that connect the ideas of several 
speakers and respond to others' questions and comments with relevant 
evidence, observations, and ideas. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.2: Analyze the purpose of information presented in 
diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate 
the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.1.8: Explain how a person’s aesthetic choices are influenced by culture 
and environment and impact the visual image that one conveys to others. 
VA:Re7.2.8: Compare and contrast contexts and media in which viewers 
encounter images that influence ideas, emotions, and actions.  !!

LESSON 2: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.1: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly 
supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
from the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.8.2: Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of the text, including its relationship to 
supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text. 
CSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Cr1.1.8: Document early stages of the creative process visually and/or 
verbally in traditional or new media.  
VA:Cr1.2.8: Collaboratively shape an artistic investigation of an aspect of 
present-day life using a contemporary practice of art and design.  
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Compare ways in which people from different cultures think about and 
deal with their physical environment and social conditions. 
NCSSS: Give examples and describe the importance of cultural unity and 
diversity within and across groups.

LESSON 3: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.1.B: Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and 
relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an 
understanding of the topic or text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, 
organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Cr2.1.8: Demonstrate willingness to experiment, innovate, and take risks to 
pursue ideas, forms, and meanings that emerge in the process of art-making 
or designing. 
VA:Cr2.2.8: Demonstrate awareness of practices, issues, and ethics of 
appropriation, fair use, copyright, open source, and creative commons as they 
apply to creating works of art and design.  
VA:Cr2.3.8: Select, organize, and design images and words to make visually 
clear and compelling presentations. 
VA:Cr3.1.8: Apply relevant criteria to examine, reflect on, and plan revisions for 
a work of art or design in progress.  
VA:Cn10.1.8: Make art collaboratively to reflect on and reinforce positive 
aspects of group identity.  
Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSS: Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity such as 
interests, capabilities, and perceptions.

LESSON 4: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RST.6-8.2: Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a 
text; provide an accurate summary of the text distinct from prior knowledge or 
opinions. 
CCSS ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis 
of primary and secondary sources. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2: Determine the central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source 
distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.6: Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's 
point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of 
particular facts). 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.2.8: Compare and contrast contexts and media in which viewers 
encounter images that influence ideas, emotions, and actions.  
VA:Re8.1.8: Interpret art by analyzing how the interaction of subject matter, 
characteristics of form and structure, use of media, art-making approaches, 
and relevant contextual information contributes to understanding messages 
or ideas and mood conveyed. 
VA:Re9.1.8: Create a convincing and logical argument to support an evaluation 
of art.  
Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSS: Explore and describe similarities and differences in the ways groups, 
societies, and cultures address similar human needs. !

Grade Level US Academic Standards
IV. National Academic and Common Core Standards
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Grade 7 (continued)!

LESSON 5: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.1.C: Use words, phrases, and clauses to create 
cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, 
and evidence. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.2.D: Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.2.7: Analyze multiple ways that images influence specific audiences. 
VA:Re8.1.7L Interpret art by analyzing art-making approaches, the 
characteristics of form and structure, relevant contextual information, subject 
matter, and use of media to identify ideas and mood conveyed.  
VA:Re9.1.7: Compare and explain the difference between an evaluation of an 
artwork based on personal criteria and an evaluation of an artwork based on a 
set of established criteria.  
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Identify and describe ways family, groups, and community influence 
the individual’s daily life and personal choices. 
NCSSS: Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity such as 
interests, capabilities, and perceptions. 
NCSSS: Give examples of how experiences may be interpreted differently by 
people from divers cultural perspectives and frames of reference. 

The ArtLink Videoconference: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.7.1.A:  Come to discussions prepared, having read or 
researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by 
referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas 
under discussion.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.7.1.B: Follow rules for collegial discussions, track 
progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as 
needed.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.7.1.C: Pose questions that elicit elaboration and 
respond to others' questions and comments with relevant observations and 
ideas that bring the discussion back on topic as needed.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.7.1.D: Acknowledge new information expressed by 
others and, when warranted, modify their own views.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.7.2: Analyze the main ideas and supporting details 
presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) 
and explain how the ideas clarify.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 
text.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical 
meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.6: Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a 
text and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her position from that of 
others. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Pr.4.1.7: Compare and contrast how technologies have changed the way 
artwork is preserved, presented, and experienced.   
VA:Pr6.1.8: Analyze why and how an exhibition or collection may influence 
ideas, beliefs, and experiences.  
VA:Re7.1.8: Explain how a person’s aesthetic choices are influenced by culture 
and environment and impact the visual image that one conveys to others.  
Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Explore ways that language, art, music, belief systems and other 
cultural elements may facilitate global understanding or lead to 
misunderstanding. 
NCSSS: Examine the effects of changing technologies on the global 
community. 

Grade Level US Academic Standards
IV. National Academic and Common Core Standards
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Grade 8

LESSON 1: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.1: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly 
supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
from the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.8.1: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly 
supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
from the text.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.8.2: Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of the text, including its relationship to 
supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.8.3: Analyze how a text makes connections among and 
distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, 
analogies, or categories). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.1.C: Pose questions that connect the ideas of several 
speakers and respond to others' questions and comments with relevant 
evidence, observations, and ideas. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.2: Analyze the purpose of information presented in 
diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate 
the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.1.8: Explain how a person’s aesthetic choices are influenced by culture 
and environment and impact the visual image that one conveys to others. 
VA:Re7.2.8: Compare and contrast contexts and media in which viewers 
encounter images that influence ideas, emotions, and actions.  !!

LESSON 2: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.1: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly 
supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
from the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.8.2: Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of the text, including its relationship to 
supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text. 
CSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Cr1.1.8: Document early stages of the creative process visually and/or 
verbally in traditional or new media.  
VA:Cr1.2.8: Collaboratively shape an artistic investigation of an aspect of 
present-day life using a contemporary practice of art and design.  
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Compare ways in which people from different cultures think about and 
deal with their physical environment and social conditions. 
NCSSS: Give examples and describe the importance of cultural unity and 
diversity within and across groups.

LESSON 3: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.1.B: Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and 
relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an 
understanding of the topic or text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, 
organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Cr2.1.8: Demonstrate willingness to experiment, innovate, and take risks to 
pursue ideas, forms, and meanings that emerge in the process of art-making 
or designing. 
VA:Cr2.2.8: Demonstrate awareness of practices, issues, and ethics of 
appropriation, fair use, copyright, open source, and creative commons as they 
apply to creating works of art and design.  
VA:Cr2.3.8: Select, organize, and design images and words to make visually 
clear and compelling presentations. 
VA:Cr3.1.8: Apply relevant criteria to examine, reflect on, and plan revisions for 
a work of art or design in progress.  
VA:Cn10.1.8: Make art collaboratively to reflect on and reinforce positive 
aspects of group identity.  
Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSS: Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity such as 
interests, capabilities, and perceptions.

LESSON 4: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RST.6-8.2: Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a 
text; provide an accurate summary of the text distinct from prior knowledge or 
opinions. 
CCSS ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis 
of primary and secondary sources. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2: Determine the central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source 
distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.6: Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's 
point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of 
particular facts). 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.2.8: Compare and contrast contexts and media in which viewers 
encounter images that influence ideas, emotions, and actions.  
VA:Re8.1.8: Interpret art by analyzing how the interaction of subject matter, 
characteristics of form and structure, use of media, art-making approaches, 
and relevant contextual information contributes to understanding messages 
or ideas and mood conveyed. 
VA:Re9.1.8: Create a convincing and logical argument to support an evaluation 
of art.  
Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSS: Explore and describe similarities and differences in the ways groups, 
societies, and cultures address similar human needs. !

Grade Level US Academic Standards
IV. National Academic and Common Core Standards
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Grade 8 (continued)!

LESSON 5: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.1.C: Use words, phrases, and clauses to create 
cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, 
and evidence. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.2.D: Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.2.8: Compare and contrast contexts and media in which viewers 
encounter images that influence ideas, emotions, and actions.  
VA:Re8.1.8: Interpret art by analyzing how the interaction of subject matter, 
characteristics of form and structure, use of media, art-making approaches, 
and relevant contextual information contributes to understanding messages 
or ideas and mood conveyed. 
VA:Re9.1.8: Create a convincing and logical argument to support an evaluation 
of art.  
VA:Pr.4.1.8: Develop and apply criteria for evaluating a collection of artwork for 
presentation. 
VA:Pr5.1.8: Collaboratively prepare and present selected theme-based artwork 
for display, and formulate exhibition narratives for the viewer. 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Identify and describe ways family, groups, and community influence 
the individual’s daily life and personal choices. 
NCSSS: Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity such as 
interests, capabilities, and perceptions. 
NCSSS: Give examples of how experiences may be interpreted differently by 
people from divers cultural perspectives and frames of reference.

The ArtLink Videoconference: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.1.A: Come to discussions prepared, having read or 
researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by 
referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas 
under discussion.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.1.B: Follow rules for collegial discussions and 
decision-making, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and 
define individual roles as needed.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.1.C: Pose questions that connect the ideas of several 
speakers and respond to others' questions and comments with relevant 
evidence, observations, and ideas.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.1.D: Acknowledge new information expressed by 
others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views in light of the 
evidence presented.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.2:  Analyze the purpose of information presented in 
diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate 
the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.4: Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient 
points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid 
reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate 
volume, and clear pronunciation.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.6: Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, 
demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
(See grade 8 Language standards 1 and 3 here for specific expectations.) 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Pr.4.1.8:  Develop and apply criteria for evaluating a collection of artwork 
for  presentation. 
VA:Re7.1.8: Explain how a person’s aesthetic choices are influenced by culture 
and environment and impact the visual image that one conveys to others.   
VA:Re7.2.8: Compare and contrast contexts and media in which viewers 
encounter images that influence ideas, emotions, and actions.   
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Explore ways that language, art, music, belief systems and other 
cultural elements may facilitate global understanding or lead to 
misunderstanding. 
NCSSS: Examine the effects of changing technologies on the global 
community. 

Grade levels US Academic Standards
IV. National Academic and Common Core Standards
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Grades 9 and 10 

LESSON 1: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
from the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.3: Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or 
series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are made, 
how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn 
between them. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.7: Analyze various accounts of a subject told in 
different mediums (e.g., a person's life story in both print and multimedia), 
determining which details are emphasized in each account. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.2: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and 
analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it 
emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.6: Analyze a particular point of view or cultural 
experience reflected in a work of literature from outside the United States, 
drawing on a wide reading of world literature. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.2.HSI: Analyze how one’s understanding of the world is affected by 
experiencing visual imagery.  
VA:Re7.2.HSII: Evaluate the effectiveness of an image or images to influence 
ideas, feelings, and behaviors of specific audiences.  
VA:Re8.1.HSI: Interpret an artwork or collection of works, supported by 
relevant and sufficient evidence found in the work and its various contexts.  
VA:Re9.1.HSI: Establish relevant criteria in order to evaluate a work of art or 
collection of works.  

LESSON 2: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
from the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.2: Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is 
shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the 
text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; 
analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone 
(e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal 
or informal tone). 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Cr2.3.HSI: Collaboratively develop a proposal for an installation, artwork, or 
space design that transforms the perception and experience of a particular 
place.  
VA:Cr2.3.HSIII: Demonstrate in works of art or design how visual and material 
culture defines, shapes, enhances, inhibits, and/or empowers people's lives.  
VA:Cr3.1.HSI: Apply relevant criteria from traditional and contemporary 
cultural contexts to examine, reflect on, and plan revisions for works of art and 
design in progress.  
VA:Cr3.1.HSII: Engage in constructive critique with peers, then reflect on, re-
engage, revise, and refine works of art and design in response to personal 
artistic vision.  
VA:Cn10.1.HSI: Document the process of developing ideas from early stages to 
fully elaborated ideas. 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Compare ways in which people from different cultures think about and 
deal with their physical environment and social conditions. 
NCSSS: Give examples and describe the importance of cultural unity and 
diversity within and across groups.

LESSON 3: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.1.C: Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the 
major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships 
between claim(s), reasons and counterclaims. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.1.E: Provide a concluding statement or section 
that follows from or supports the argument presented. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.2.B: Develop the topic with well-chosen, 
relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience's 
knowledge of the topic. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.2.D: Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic and convey a style 
appropriate to the discipline and context as well as to the expertise of likely 
readers. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Cr1.2.HSII: Choose from a range of materials and methods of traditional and 
contemporary artistic practices to plan works of art and design.  
VA:Cr2.1.HSII: Through experimentation, practice, and persistence, 
demonstrate acquisition of skills and knowledge in a chosen art form.  
VA:Cr3.1.HSI: Apply relevant criteria from traditional and contemporary 
cultural contexts to examine, reflect on, and plan revisions for works of art and 
design in progress.  
VA:Cr2.3.HSIII: Demonstrate in works of art or design how visual and material 
culture defines, shapes, enhances, inhibits, and/or empowers people's lives. 
 A:Cr3.1.HSIII: Reflect on, re-engage, revise, and refine works of art or design 
considering relevant traditional and contemporary criteria as well as personal 
artistic vision. 
VA:Cn11.1.HSII: Utilize inquiry methods of observation, research, and 
experimentation to explore unfamiliar subjects through art-making. 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSS: Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity such as 
interests, capabilities, and perceptions. !!

LESSON 4: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.1.C: Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the 
major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships 
between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between 
claim(s) and counterclaims. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.1.E: Provide a concluding statement or section 
that follows from or supports the argument presented. 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with 
diverse partners on grades 9-10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' 
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.C: Propel conversations by posing and 
responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes 
or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, 
verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions. 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.D: Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, 
summarize points of agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, 
qualify or justify their own views and understanding and make new 
connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented. 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.2.D: Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic and convey a style 
appropriate to the discipline and context as well as to the expertise of likely 
readers. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.1.HSII: Recognize and describe personal aesthetic and empathetic 
responses to the natural world and constructed environments.  
VA:Re7.1.HSIII: Analyze how responses to art develop over time based on 
knowledge of and experience with art and life.  
VA:Re7.2.HSII: Evaluate the effectiveness of an image or images to influence 
ideas, feelings, and behaviors of specific audiences. 
VA:Pr6.1.HSII: Make, explain, and justify connections between artists or 
artwork and social, cultural, and political history.  
VA:Cn11.1.HSII: Utilize inquiry methods of observation, research, and 
experimentation to explore unfamiliar subjects through art-making 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSS: Explore and describe similarities and differences in the ways groups, 
societies, and cultures address similar human needs.

Grade Level US Academic Standards
IV. National Academic and Common Core Standards
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Grade 8 (continued)!

LESSON 5: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.1.C: Use words, phrases, and clauses to create 
cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, 
and evidence. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.2.D: Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.2.8: Compare and contrast contexts and media in which viewers 
encounter images that influence ideas, emotions, and actions.  
VA:Re8.1.8: Interpret art by analyzing how the interaction of subject matter, 
characteristics of form and structure, use of media, art-making approaches, 
and relevant contextual information contributes to understanding messages 
or ideas and mood conveyed. 
VA:Re9.1.8: Create a convincing and logical argument to support an evaluation 
of art.  
VA:Pr.4.1.8: Develop and apply criteria for evaluating a collection of artwork for 
presentation. 
VA:Pr5.1.8: Collaboratively prepare and present selected theme-based artwork 
for display, and formulate exhibition narratives for the viewer. 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Identify and describe ways family, groups, and community influence 
the individual’s daily life and personal choices. 
NCSSS: Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity such as 
interests, capabilities, and perceptions. 
NCSSS: Give examples of how experiences may be interpreted differently by 
people from divers cultural perspectives and frames of reference.

The ArtLink Videoconference: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.1.A: Come to discussions prepared, having read or 
researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by 
referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas 
under discussion.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.1.B: Follow rules for collegial discussions and 
decision-making, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and 
define individual roles as needed.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.1.C: Pose questions that connect the ideas of several 
speakers and respond to others' questions and comments with relevant 
evidence, observations, and ideas.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.1.D: Acknowledge new information expressed by 
others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views in light of the 
evidence presented.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.2:  Analyze the purpose of information presented in 
diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate 
the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.4: Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient 
points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid 
reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate 
volume, and clear pronunciation.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.6: Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, 
demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
(See grade 8 Language standards 1 and 3 here for specific expectations.) 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Pr.4.1.8:  Develop and apply criteria for evaluating a collection of artwork 
for  presentation. 
VA:Re7.1.8: Explain how a person’s aesthetic choices are influenced by culture 
and environment and impact the visual image that one conveys to others.   
VA:Re7.2.8: Compare and contrast contexts and media in which viewers 
encounter images that influence ideas, emotions, and actions.   
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Explore ways that language, art, music, belief systems and other 
cultural elements may facilitate global understanding or lead to 
misunderstanding. 
NCSSS: Examine the effects of changing technologies on the global 
community. 

Grade levels US Academic Standards
IV. National Academic and Common Core Standards

    2014-2015 ArtLink Program  “Picture the Moment”                                                              Page 64 Back to Table of Contents 
 

Grades 9 and 10 

LESSON 1: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
from the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.3: Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or 
series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are made, 
how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn 
between them. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.7: Analyze various accounts of a subject told in 
different mediums (e.g., a person's life story in both print and multimedia), 
determining which details are emphasized in each account. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.2: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and 
analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it 
emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.6: Analyze a particular point of view or cultural 
experience reflected in a work of literature from outside the United States, 
drawing on a wide reading of world literature. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.2.HSI: Analyze how one’s understanding of the world is affected by 
experiencing visual imagery.  
VA:Re7.2.HSII: Evaluate the effectiveness of an image or images to influence 
ideas, feelings, and behaviors of specific audiences.  
VA:Re8.1.HSI: Interpret an artwork or collection of works, supported by 
relevant and sufficient evidence found in the work and its various contexts.  
VA:Re9.1.HSI: Establish relevant criteria in order to evaluate a work of art or 
collection of works.  

LESSON 2: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
from the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.2: Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is 
shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the 
text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; 
analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone 
(e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal 
or informal tone). 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Cr2.3.HSI: Collaboratively develop a proposal for an installation, artwork, or 
space design that transforms the perception and experience of a particular 
place.  
VA:Cr2.3.HSIII: Demonstrate in works of art or design how visual and material 
culture defines, shapes, enhances, inhibits, and/or empowers people's lives.  
VA:Cr3.1.HSI: Apply relevant criteria from traditional and contemporary 
cultural contexts to examine, reflect on, and plan revisions for works of art and 
design in progress.  
VA:Cr3.1.HSII: Engage in constructive critique with peers, then reflect on, re-
engage, revise, and refine works of art and design in response to personal 
artistic vision.  
VA:Cn10.1.HSI: Document the process of developing ideas from early stages to 
fully elaborated ideas. 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Compare ways in which people from different cultures think about and 
deal with their physical environment and social conditions. 
NCSSS: Give examples and describe the importance of cultural unity and 
diversity within and across groups.

LESSON 3: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.1.C: Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the 
major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships 
between claim(s), reasons and counterclaims. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.1.E: Provide a concluding statement or section 
that follows from or supports the argument presented. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.2.B: Develop the topic with well-chosen, 
relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience's 
knowledge of the topic. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.2.D: Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic and convey a style 
appropriate to the discipline and context as well as to the expertise of likely 
readers. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Cr1.2.HSII: Choose from a range of materials and methods of traditional and 
contemporary artistic practices to plan works of art and design.  
VA:Cr2.1.HSII: Through experimentation, practice, and persistence, 
demonstrate acquisition of skills and knowledge in a chosen art form.  
VA:Cr3.1.HSI: Apply relevant criteria from traditional and contemporary 
cultural contexts to examine, reflect on, and plan revisions for works of art and 
design in progress.  
VA:Cr2.3.HSIII: Demonstrate in works of art or design how visual and material 
culture defines, shapes, enhances, inhibits, and/or empowers people's lives. 
 A:Cr3.1.HSIII: Reflect on, re-engage, revise, and refine works of art or design 
considering relevant traditional and contemporary criteria as well as personal 
artistic vision. 
VA:Cn11.1.HSII: Utilize inquiry methods of observation, research, and 
experimentation to explore unfamiliar subjects through art-making. 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSS: Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity such as 
interests, capabilities, and perceptions. !!

LESSON 4: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.1.C: Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the 
major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships 
between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between 
claim(s) and counterclaims. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.1.E: Provide a concluding statement or section 
that follows from or supports the argument presented. 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with 
diverse partners on grades 9-10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' 
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.C: Propel conversations by posing and 
responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes 
or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, 
verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions. 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.D: Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, 
summarize points of agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, 
qualify or justify their own views and understanding and make new 
connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented. 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.2.D: Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic and convey a style 
appropriate to the discipline and context as well as to the expertise of likely 
readers. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.1.HSII: Recognize and describe personal aesthetic and empathetic 
responses to the natural world and constructed environments.  
VA:Re7.1.HSIII: Analyze how responses to art develop over time based on 
knowledge of and experience with art and life.  
VA:Re7.2.HSII: Evaluate the effectiveness of an image or images to influence 
ideas, feelings, and behaviors of specific audiences. 
VA:Pr6.1.HSII: Make, explain, and justify connections between artists or 
artwork and social, cultural, and political history.  
VA:Cn11.1.HSII: Utilize inquiry methods of observation, research, and 
experimentation to explore unfamiliar subjects through art-making 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSS: Explore and describe similarities and differences in the ways groups, 
societies, and cultures address similar human needs.

Grade Level US Academic Standards
IV. National Academic and Common Core Standards
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Grades 9 and 10 (Continued)!

LESSON 5: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.1.C: Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the 
major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships 
between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between 
claim(s) and counterclaims. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.D: Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, 
summarize points of agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, 
qualify or justify their own views and understanding and make new 
connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.2.D: Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic and convey a style 
appropriate to the discipline and context as well as to the expertise of likely 
readers. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.1.HSIII: Analyze how responses to art develop over time based on 
knowledge of and experience with art and life.  
VA:Re7.2.HSII: Evaluate the effectiveness of an image or images to influence 
ideas, feelings, and behaviors of specific audiences.  
VA:Re7.2.HSII: Evaluate the effectiveness of an image or images to influence 
ideas, feelings, and behaviors of specific audiences.  
VA:Re8.1.HSI: Interpret an artwork or collection of works, supported by 
relevant and sufficient evidence found in the work and its various contexts.  
VA:Re9.1.HSI: Establish relevant criteria in order to evaluate a work of art or 
collection of works.  
VA:Re7.2.HSIII: Determine the commonalities within a group of artists or visual 
images attributed to a particular type of art, timeframe, or culture.  
VA:Cn11.1.HSII: Utilize inquiry methods of observation, research, and 
experimentation to explore unfamiliar subjects through art-making. 
VA:Pr.4.1.HSI: Analyze, select, and curate artifacts and/or artworks for 
presentation and preservation.  
VA:Pr5.1.HSII: Evaluate, select, and apply methods or processes appropriate to 
display artwork in a specific place.  
VA:Pr6.1.HSI: Analyze and describe the impact that an exhibition or collection 
has on personal awareness of social, cultural, or political beliefs and 
understandings.  
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Identify and describe ways family, groups, and community influence 
the individual’s daily life and personal choices

The ArtLink Videoconference: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.A 
Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts 
and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-
reasoned exchange of ideas. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.B 
Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making (e.g., 
informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate 
views), clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.C 
Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the 
current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate 
others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and 
conclusions. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.D 
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement 
and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and 
understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and 
reasoning presented. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.2 
Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or 
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and 
accuracy of each source. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.6 
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of 
formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grades 9-10 Language 
standards 1 and 3 here for specific expectations). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.1 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.7 
Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g., a 
person's life story in both print and multimedia), determining which details are 
emphasized in each account. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Pr.4.1.HSIII: Critique, justify, and present choices in the process of analyzing, 
selecting, curating, and presenting artwork for a specific exhibit or event.  
VA:Pr6.1.HSI: Analyze and describe the impact that an exhibition or collection 
has on personal awareness of social, cultural, or political beliefs and 
understandings. 
VA:Re7.2.HSII: Evaluate the effectiveness of an image or images to influence 
ideas, feelings, and behaviors of specific audiences. 
VA:Re8.1.HSI: Interpret an artwork or collection of works, supported by 
relevant and sufficient evidence found in the work and its various contexts. 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Identify and describe ways family, groups, and community influence 
the individual’s daily life and personal choices. 
NCSSS: Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity such as 
interests, capabilities, and perceptions. 
NCSSS:  Give examples of how experiences may be interpreted differently by 
people from divers cultural perspectives and frames of reference. 
NCSSS: Explore ways that language, art, music, belief systems and other 
cultural elements may facilitate global understanding or lead to 
misunderstanding. 

Grade Level US Academic Standards
IV. National Academic and Common Core Standards
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Grades 11 and 12 

LESSON 1: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.3: Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of 
events and explain how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and 
develop over the course of the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.7: Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of 
information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question or solve a 
problem. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.2: Determine two or more themes or central 
ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, 
including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex 
account; provide an objective summary of the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.6: Analyze a case in which grasping a point of 
view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really 
meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement). 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.2.HSI: Analyze how one’s understanding of the world is affected by 
experiencing visual imagery.  
VA:Re7.2.HSII: Evaluate the effectiveness of an image or images to influence 
ideas, feelings, and behaviors of specific audiences.  
VA:Re8.1.HSI: Interpret an artwork or collection of works, supported by 
relevant and sufficient evidence found in the work and its various contexts.  
VA:Re9.1.HSI: Establish relevant criteria in order to evaluate a work of art or 
collection of works.  

LESSON 2: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.1 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining 
where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.2 
Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and 
build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings 
or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful (Include 
Shakespeare as well as other authors). 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Cr2.3.HSI: Collaboratively develop a proposal for an installation, artwork, or 
space design that transforms the perception and experience of a particular 
place.  
VA:Cr2.3.HSIII: Demonstrate in works of art or design how visual and material 
culture defines, shapes, enhances, inhibits, and/or empowers people's lives.  
VA:Cr3.1.HSI: Apply relevant criteria from traditional and contemporary 
cultural contexts to examine, reflect on, and plan revisions for works of art and 
design in progress.  
VA:Cr3.1.HSII: Engage in constructive critique with peers, then reflect on, re-
engage, revise, and refine works of art and design in response to personal 
artistic vision.  
VA:Cn10.1.HSI: Document the process of developing ideas from early stages to 
fully elaborated ideas. 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Compare ways in which people from different cultures think about and 
deal with their physical environment and social conditions. 
NCSSS: Give examples and describe the importance of cultural unity and 
diversity within and across groups.

LESSON 3: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.1.C: Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as 
varied syntax to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify 
the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and 
evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.1.E: Provide a concluding statement or 
section that follows from or supports the argument presented. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.2.B: Develop the topic thoroughly by 
selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate 
to the audience's knowledge of the topic. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.2.D: Use precise language, domain-specific 
vocabulary and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage 
the complexity of the topic; convey a knowledgeable stance in a style that 
responds to the discipline and context as well as to the expertise of likely 
readers. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Cr1.2.HSII: Choose from a range of materials and methods of traditional and 
contemporary artistic practices to plan works of art and design.  
VA:Cr2.1.HSII: Through experimentation, practice, and persistence, 
demonstrate acquisition of skills and knowledge in a chosen art form.  
VA:Cr3.1.HSI: Apply relevant criteria from traditional and contemporary 
cultural contexts to examine, reflect on, and plan revisions for works of art and 
design in progress.  
VA:Cr2.3.HSIII: Demonstrate in works of art or design how visual and material 
culture defines, shapes, enhances, inhibits, and/or empowers people's lives. 
 A:Cr3.1.HSIII: Reflect on, re-engage, revise, and refine works of art or design 
considering relevant traditional and contemporary criteria as well as personal 
artistic vision. 
VA:Cn11.1.HSII: Utilize inquiry methods of observation, research, and 
experimentation to explore unfamiliar subjects through art-making. 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSS: Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity such as 
interests, capabilities, and perceptions. !!

LESSON 4: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.1.C: Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as 
varied syntax to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify 
the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and 
evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.1.E: Provide a concluding statement or 
section that follows from or supports the argument presented. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with 
diverse partners on grades 11-12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' 
ideas and expressing their own. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.C: Propel conversations by posing and 
responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing 
for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas 
and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.D: Respond thoughtfully to diverse 
perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made on all sides of 
an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what additional 
information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete 
the task. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.2.D: Use precise language, domain-specific 
vocabulary and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage 
the complexity of the topic; convey a knowledgeable stance in a style that 
responds to the discipline and context as well as to the expertise of likely 
readers. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.1.HSII: Recognize and describe personal aesthetic and empathetic 
responses to the natural world and constructed environments.  
VA:Re7.2.HSII: Evaluate the effectiveness of an image or images to influence 
ideas, feelings, and behaviors of specific audiences. 
VA:Pr6.1.HSII: Make, explain, and justify connections between artists or 
artwork and social, cultural, and political history.  
VA:Cn11.1.HSII: Utilize inquiry methods of observation, research, and 
experimentation to explore unfamiliar subjects through art-making. 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSS: Explore and describe similarities and differences in the ways groups, 
societies, and cultures address similar human needs.

Grade Level US Academic Standards
IV. National Academic and Common Core Standards
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Grades 9 and 10 (Continued)!

LESSON 5: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.1.C: Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the 
major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships 
between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between 
claim(s) and counterclaims. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.D: Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, 
summarize points of agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, 
qualify or justify their own views and understanding and make new 
connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.2.D: Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic and convey a style 
appropriate to the discipline and context as well as to the expertise of likely 
readers. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.1.HSIII: Analyze how responses to art develop over time based on 
knowledge of and experience with art and life.  
VA:Re7.2.HSII: Evaluate the effectiveness of an image or images to influence 
ideas, feelings, and behaviors of specific audiences.  
VA:Re7.2.HSII: Evaluate the effectiveness of an image or images to influence 
ideas, feelings, and behaviors of specific audiences.  
VA:Re8.1.HSI: Interpret an artwork or collection of works, supported by 
relevant and sufficient evidence found in the work and its various contexts.  
VA:Re9.1.HSI: Establish relevant criteria in order to evaluate a work of art or 
collection of works.  
VA:Re7.2.HSIII: Determine the commonalities within a group of artists or visual 
images attributed to a particular type of art, timeframe, or culture.  
VA:Cn11.1.HSII: Utilize inquiry methods of observation, research, and 
experimentation to explore unfamiliar subjects through art-making. 
VA:Pr.4.1.HSI: Analyze, select, and curate artifacts and/or artworks for 
presentation and preservation.  
VA:Pr5.1.HSII: Evaluate, select, and apply methods or processes appropriate to 
display artwork in a specific place.  
VA:Pr6.1.HSI: Analyze and describe the impact that an exhibition or collection 
has on personal awareness of social, cultural, or political beliefs and 
understandings.  
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Identify and describe ways family, groups, and community influence 
the individual’s daily life and personal choices

The ArtLink Videoconference: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.A 
Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts 
and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-
reasoned exchange of ideas. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.B 
Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making (e.g., 
informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate 
views), clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.C 
Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the 
current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate 
others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and 
conclusions. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.D 
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement 
and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and 
understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and 
reasoning presented. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.2 
Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or 
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and 
accuracy of each source. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.6 
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of 
formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grades 9-10 Language 
standards 1 and 3 here for specific expectations). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.1 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.7 
Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g., a 
person's life story in both print and multimedia), determining which details are 
emphasized in each account. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Pr.4.1.HSIII: Critique, justify, and present choices in the process of analyzing, 
selecting, curating, and presenting artwork for a specific exhibit or event.  
VA:Pr6.1.HSI: Analyze and describe the impact that an exhibition or collection 
has on personal awareness of social, cultural, or political beliefs and 
understandings. 
VA:Re7.2.HSII: Evaluate the effectiveness of an image or images to influence 
ideas, feelings, and behaviors of specific audiences. 
VA:Re8.1.HSI: Interpret an artwork or collection of works, supported by 
relevant and sufficient evidence found in the work and its various contexts. 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Identify and describe ways family, groups, and community influence 
the individual’s daily life and personal choices. 
NCSSS: Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity such as 
interests, capabilities, and perceptions. 
NCSSS:  Give examples of how experiences may be interpreted differently by 
people from divers cultural perspectives and frames of reference. 
NCSSS: Explore ways that language, art, music, belief systems and other 
cultural elements may facilitate global understanding or lead to 
misunderstanding. 

Grade Level US Academic Standards
IV. National Academic and Common Core Standards
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Grades 11 and 12 

LESSON 1: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.3: Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of 
events and explain how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and 
develop over the course of the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.7: Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of 
information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question or solve a 
problem. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.2: Determine two or more themes or central 
ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, 
including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex 
account; provide an objective summary of the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.6: Analyze a case in which grasping a point of 
view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really 
meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement). 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.2.HSI: Analyze how one’s understanding of the world is affected by 
experiencing visual imagery.  
VA:Re7.2.HSII: Evaluate the effectiveness of an image or images to influence 
ideas, feelings, and behaviors of specific audiences.  
VA:Re8.1.HSI: Interpret an artwork or collection of works, supported by 
relevant and sufficient evidence found in the work and its various contexts.  
VA:Re9.1.HSI: Establish relevant criteria in order to evaluate a work of art or 
collection of works.  

LESSON 2: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.1 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining 
where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.2 
Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and 
build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings 
or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful (Include 
Shakespeare as well as other authors). 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Cr2.3.HSI: Collaboratively develop a proposal for an installation, artwork, or 
space design that transforms the perception and experience of a particular 
place.  
VA:Cr2.3.HSIII: Demonstrate in works of art or design how visual and material 
culture defines, shapes, enhances, inhibits, and/or empowers people's lives.  
VA:Cr3.1.HSI: Apply relevant criteria from traditional and contemporary 
cultural contexts to examine, reflect on, and plan revisions for works of art and 
design in progress.  
VA:Cr3.1.HSII: Engage in constructive critique with peers, then reflect on, re-
engage, revise, and refine works of art and design in response to personal 
artistic vision.  
VA:Cn10.1.HSI: Document the process of developing ideas from early stages to 
fully elaborated ideas. 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Compare ways in which people from different cultures think about and 
deal with their physical environment and social conditions. 
NCSSS: Give examples and describe the importance of cultural unity and 
diversity within and across groups.

LESSON 3: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.1.C: Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as 
varied syntax to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify 
the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and 
evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.1.E: Provide a concluding statement or 
section that follows from or supports the argument presented. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.2.B: Develop the topic thoroughly by 
selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate 
to the audience's knowledge of the topic. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.2.D: Use precise language, domain-specific 
vocabulary and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage 
the complexity of the topic; convey a knowledgeable stance in a style that 
responds to the discipline and context as well as to the expertise of likely 
readers. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Cr1.2.HSII: Choose from a range of materials and methods of traditional and 
contemporary artistic practices to plan works of art and design.  
VA:Cr2.1.HSII: Through experimentation, practice, and persistence, 
demonstrate acquisition of skills and knowledge in a chosen art form.  
VA:Cr3.1.HSI: Apply relevant criteria from traditional and contemporary 
cultural contexts to examine, reflect on, and plan revisions for works of art and 
design in progress.  
VA:Cr2.3.HSIII: Demonstrate in works of art or design how visual and material 
culture defines, shapes, enhances, inhibits, and/or empowers people's lives. 
 A:Cr3.1.HSIII: Reflect on, re-engage, revise, and refine works of art or design 
considering relevant traditional and contemporary criteria as well as personal 
artistic vision. 
VA:Cn11.1.HSII: Utilize inquiry methods of observation, research, and 
experimentation to explore unfamiliar subjects through art-making. 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSS: Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity such as 
interests, capabilities, and perceptions. !!

LESSON 4: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.1.C: Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as 
varied syntax to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify 
the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and 
evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.1.E: Provide a concluding statement or 
section that follows from or supports the argument presented. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with 
diverse partners on grades 11-12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' 
ideas and expressing their own. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.C: Propel conversations by posing and 
responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing 
for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas 
and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.D: Respond thoughtfully to diverse 
perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made on all sides of 
an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what additional 
information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete 
the task. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.2.D: Use precise language, domain-specific 
vocabulary and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage 
the complexity of the topic; convey a knowledgeable stance in a style that 
responds to the discipline and context as well as to the expertise of likely 
readers. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.1.HSII: Recognize and describe personal aesthetic and empathetic 
responses to the natural world and constructed environments.  
VA:Re7.2.HSII: Evaluate the effectiveness of an image or images to influence 
ideas, feelings, and behaviors of specific audiences. 
VA:Pr6.1.HSII: Make, explain, and justify connections between artists or 
artwork and social, cultural, and political history.  
VA:Cn11.1.HSII: Utilize inquiry methods of observation, research, and 
experimentation to explore unfamiliar subjects through art-making. 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSS: Explore and describe similarities and differences in the ways groups, 
societies, and cultures address similar human needs.

Grade Level US Academic Standards
IV. National Academic and Common Core Standards
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Grades 11 and 12 (Continued)!

LESSON 5: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.1.C: Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as 
varied syntax to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify 
the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and 
evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.D: Respond thoughtfully to diverse 
perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made on all sides of 
an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what additional 
information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete 
the task. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.2.D: Use precise language, domain-specific 
vocabulary and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage 
the complexity of the topic; convey a knowledgeable stance in a style that 
responds to the discipline and context as well as to the expertise of likely 
readers. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.1.HSIII: Analyze how responses to art develop over time based on 
knowledge of and experience with art and life.  
VA:Re7.2.HSII: Evaluate the effectiveness of an image or images to influence 
ideas, feelings, and behaviors of specific audiences.  
VA:Re7.2.HSII: Evaluate the effectiveness of an image or images to influence 
ideas, feelings, and behaviors of specific audiences.  
VA:Re8.1.HSI: Interpret an artwork or collection of works, supported by 
relevant and sufficient evidence found in the work and its various contexts.  
VA:Re9.1.HSI: Establish relevant criteria in order to evaluate a work of art or 
collection of works.  
VA:Re7.2.HSIII: Determine the commonalities within a group of artists or visual 
images attributed to a particular type of art, timeframe, or culture.  
VA:Cn11.1.HSII: Utilize inquiry methods of observation, research, and 
experimentation to explore unfamiliar subjects through art-making. 
VA:Pr.4.1.HSI: Analyze, select, and curate artifacts and/or artworks for 
presentation and preservation.  
VA:Pr5.1.HSII: Evaluate, select, and apply methods or processes appropriate to 
display artwork in a specific place.  
VA:Pr6.1.HSI: Analyze and describe the impact that an exhibition or collection 
has on personal awareness of social, cultural, or political beliefs and 
understandings.  
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Identify and describe ways family, groups, and community influence 
the individual’s daily life and personal choices.

The ArtLink Videoconference: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.A 
Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts 
and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-
reasoned exchange of ideas. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.B 
Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-
making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as 
needed. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.C 
Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe 
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a 
topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote 
divergent and creative perspectives. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.2 
Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and 
media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions 
and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source 
and noting any discrepancies among the data. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.1 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the 
cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how 
the language of a court opinion differs from that of a newspaper). 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Pr.4.1.HSIII: Critique, justify, and present choices in the process of analyzing, 
selecting, curating, and presenting artwork for a specific exhibit or event.  
VA:Pr6.1.HSI: Analyze and describe the impact that an exhibition or collection 
has on personal awareness of social, cultural, or political beliefs and 
understandings. 
VA:Re7.2.HSII: Evaluate the effectiveness of an image or images to influence 
ideas, feelings, and behaviors of specific audiences. 
VA:Re8.1.HSI: Interpret an artwork or collection of works, supported by 
relevant and sufficient evidence found in the work and its various contexts. 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Identify and describe ways family, groups, and community influence 
the individual’s daily life and personal choices. 
NCSSS: Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity such as 
interests, capabilities, and perceptions. 
NCSSS:  Give examples of how experiences may be interpreted differently by 
people from divers cultural perspectives and frames of reference. 
NCSSS: Explore ways that language, art, music, belief systems and other 
cultural elements may facilitate global understanding or lead to 
misunderstanding. !!

Grade Level US Academic Standards
IV. National Academic and Common Core Standards
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Grades 11 and 12 (Continued)!

LESSON 5: 
Common Core State Standards 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.1.C: Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as 
varied syntax to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify 
the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and 
evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.D: Respond thoughtfully to diverse 
perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made on all sides of 
an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what additional 
information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete 
the task. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.2.D: Use precise language, domain-specific 
vocabulary and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage 
the complexity of the topic; convey a knowledgeable stance in a style that 
responds to the discipline and context as well as to the expertise of likely 
readers. 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Re7.1.HSIII: Analyze how responses to art develop over time based on 
knowledge of and experience with art and life.  
VA:Re7.2.HSII: Evaluate the effectiveness of an image or images to influence 
ideas, feelings, and behaviors of specific audiences.  
VA:Re7.2.HSII: Evaluate the effectiveness of an image or images to influence 
ideas, feelings, and behaviors of specific audiences.  
VA:Re8.1.HSI: Interpret an artwork or collection of works, supported by 
relevant and sufficient evidence found in the work and its various contexts.  
VA:Re9.1.HSI: Establish relevant criteria in order to evaluate a work of art or 
collection of works.  
VA:Re7.2.HSIII: Determine the commonalities within a group of artists or visual 
images attributed to a particular type of art, timeframe, or culture.  
VA:Cn11.1.HSII: Utilize inquiry methods of observation, research, and 
experimentation to explore unfamiliar subjects through art-making. 
VA:Pr.4.1.HSI: Analyze, select, and curate artifacts and/or artworks for 
presentation and preservation.  
VA:Pr5.1.HSII: Evaluate, select, and apply methods or processes appropriate to 
display artwork in a specific place.  
VA:Pr6.1.HSI: Analyze and describe the impact that an exhibition or collection 
has on personal awareness of social, cultural, or political beliefs and 
understandings.  
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Identify and describe ways family, groups, and community influence 
the individual’s daily life and personal choices.

The ArtLink Videoconference: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.A 
Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts 
and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-
reasoned exchange of ideas. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.B 
Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-
making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as 
needed. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.C 
Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe 
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a 
topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote 
divergent and creative perspectives. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.2 
Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and 
media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions 
and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source 
and noting any discrepancies among the data. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.1 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the 
cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how 
the language of a court opinion differs from that of a newspaper). 
National Core Visual Arts Standards 
VA:Pr.4.1.HSIII: Critique, justify, and present choices in the process of analyzing, 
selecting, curating, and presenting artwork for a specific exhibit or event.  
VA:Pr6.1.HSI: Analyze and describe the impact that an exhibition or collection 
has on personal awareness of social, cultural, or political beliefs and 
understandings. 
VA:Re7.2.HSII: Evaluate the effectiveness of an image or images to influence 
ideas, feelings, and behaviors of specific audiences. 
VA:Re8.1.HSI: Interpret an artwork or collection of works, supported by 
relevant and sufficient evidence found in the work and its various contexts. 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 
NCSSS: Identify and describe ways family, groups, and community influence 
the individual’s daily life and personal choices. 
NCSSS: Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity such as 
interests, capabilities, and perceptions. 
NCSSS:  Give examples of how experiences may be interpreted differently by 
people from divers cultural perspectives and frames of reference. 
NCSSS: Explore ways that language, art, music, belief systems and other 
cultural elements may facilitate global understanding or lead to 
misunderstanding. !!

Grade Level US Academic Standards
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Glossary

ADS: Artist Description Sheet created by 
participant students on Lesson 3 and attached 
to each art piece submitted as part of the 
ArtLink program. !
Cross-Cultural: Relating to or involving two or 
more different cultures or countries. !
Culture: Culture refers to the total way of life for 
a particular group of people. It includes what a 
group of people thinks, says, does and creates – 
its customs, language, material artifacts and 
shared systems of beliefs and values.  !
Cultural Norms: Behavior patterns that are 
typical of specific groups. Such behaviors are 
learned from parents, teachers, peers and many 
others whose values, attitudes, beliefs and 
behaviors take place in the context of their own 
organizational culture. 

Docent: A person (student) who acts as a guide 
in a museum, art gallery or exhibit. Origin: from 
Latin docent- 'teaching', from docere ‘teach’.  !
Enduring Understandings: Statements 
summarizing important ideas and core 
processes that are central to a discipline and 
have lasting value beyond the classroom. They 
synthesize what students should understand - 
not just know or do - as a result of studying a 
particular content area. !
Essential Questions: Questions which set the 
focus for the lesson or unit, are initiators of 
creative and critical thinking and are conceptual 
commitments focusing on key concepts implicit 
in the curriculum. 

Gallery Walk: Students explore multiple images 
that are placed around the room. Teachers often 
use this strategy as a way to have students share 
their work with peers or respond to a collection 
of pieces. Because this strategy requires 
students to physically move around the room, it 
can be especially engaging to kinesthetic 
learners.     !!!

Global Competency: The capacity and 
disposition to understand and act on issues of 
global significance (“Educating for Global 
Competence,” Asia Society, 2011). !
Introspection: A reflective looking inward; an 
examination of one's own thoughts and 
feelings. 

Learning Outcomes: Statements that describe 
significant and essential knowledge that 
learners have achieved, and can reliably 
demonstrate at the end of a course or program. 
In other words, learning outcomes identify what 
the learner will know and be able to do by the 
end of a course or program.                                        

Pair Share: An instructional strategy to promote 
individual, small group, and whole group 
learning and discussion. Students are given a 
topic which they think about individually. Then 
they pair with a partner and discuss what each 
other was thinking. Finally, they share their ideas 
on the topic with the entire class.                           !
Parable: A short story that teaches a moral 
lesson. 

Program ID#: Unique number provided by 
Creative Connections to identify a participant 
class during the duration of the ArtLink  program 

Turn and Talk: Students turn and talk to a 
partner about what they have just heard or read, 
or to discuss their answer to a teacher’s 
question. It gives students an opportunity to 
clarify their thinking and get answers to 
questions, which aids in developing 
understanding and promotes engagement.  !
Values: A person’s principles or standards of 
behavior; the ideals one feels are the most 
important to live by.  !!
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ArtLink Personal Preference Web
What are your likes and dislikes? Which holidays do you celebrate? What do you do for fun? What is 
your favorite subject in school? The answers to all of these questions and many others describe you 
as a person. How do these personal preferences connect to your cultural norms and values?  
Fill in the Personal Word Web and identify which personal preferences are influenced by your 
cultural norms and values. !
Name ___________________________________________

Me
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Glossary

ADS: Artist Description Sheet created by 
participant students on Lesson 3 and attached 
to each art piece submitted as part of the 
ArtLink program. !
Cross-Cultural: Relating to or involving two or 
more different cultures or countries. !
Culture: Culture refers to the total way of life for 
a particular group of people. It includes what a 
group of people thinks, says, does and creates – 
its customs, language, material artifacts and 
shared systems of beliefs and values.  !
Cultural Norms: Behavior patterns that are 
typical of specific groups. Such behaviors are 
learned from parents, teachers, peers and many 
others whose values, attitudes, beliefs and 
behaviors take place in the context of their own 
organizational culture. 

Docent: A person (student) who acts as a guide 
in a museum, art gallery or exhibit. Origin: from 
Latin docent- 'teaching', from docere ‘teach’.  !
Enduring Understandings: Statements 
summarizing important ideas and core 
processes that are central to a discipline and 
have lasting value beyond the classroom. They 
synthesize what students should understand - 
not just know or do - as a result of studying a 
particular content area. !
Essential Questions: Questions which set the 
focus for the lesson or unit, are initiators of 
creative and critical thinking and are conceptual 
commitments focusing on key concepts implicit 
in the curriculum. 

Gallery Walk: Students explore multiple images 
that are placed around the room. Teachers often 
use this strategy as a way to have students share 
their work with peers or respond to a collection 
of pieces. Because this strategy requires 
students to physically move around the room, it 
can be especially engaging to kinesthetic 
learners.     !!!

Global Competency: The capacity and 
disposition to understand and act on issues of 
global significance (“Educating for Global 
Competence,” Asia Society, 2011). !
Introspection: A reflective looking inward; an 
examination of one's own thoughts and 
feelings. 

Learning Outcomes: Statements that describe 
significant and essential knowledge that 
learners have achieved, and can reliably 
demonstrate at the end of a course or program. 
In other words, learning outcomes identify what 
the learner will know and be able to do by the 
end of a course or program.                                        

Pair Share: An instructional strategy to promote 
individual, small group, and whole group 
learning and discussion. Students are given a 
topic which they think about individually. Then 
they pair with a partner and discuss what each 
other was thinking. Finally, they share their ideas 
on the topic with the entire class.                           !
Parable: A short story that teaches a moral 
lesson. 

Program ID#: Unique number provided by 
Creative Connections to identify a participant 
class during the duration of the ArtLink  program 

Turn and Talk: Students turn and talk to a 
partner about what they have just heard or read, 
or to discuss their answer to a teacher’s 
question. It gives students an opportunity to 
clarify their thinking and get answers to 
questions, which aids in developing 
understanding and promotes engagement.  !
Values: A person’s principles or standards of 
behavior; the ideals one feels are the most 
important to live by.  !!
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ArtLink Personal Preference Web
What are your likes and dislikes? Which holidays do you celebrate? What do you do for fun? What is 
your favorite subject in school? The answers to all of these questions and many others describe you 
as a person. How do these personal preferences connect to your cultural norms and values?  
Fill in the Personal Word Web and identify which personal preferences are influenced by your 
cultural norms and values. !
Name ___________________________________________

Me
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The Cultural Iceberg
Culture has been aptly compared to an iceberg. Just as an iceberg has a visible section above the 
waterline and a larger, invisible section below the waterline, culture also has some aspects that are 
observable and others that can only be intuited. The “below waterline aspects” are the values and 
beliefs that underlie a culture (adapted from Culture Matters, The Peace Corps Cross-Cultural Workbook). 

• Ask students to revisit the sample art pieces, writing the observable visible cultural aspects 
above the iceberg’s waterline and the invisible values and beliefs below. Aspects of culture 
found in “Wedding” (from Cultural Art and Analysis Worksheet #1) are already listed. 

The Visible 
Women holding flowers 
Food on dishes being carried 
Man and woman linked by a head cord 
Smiles 
Black hair 
Traditional dress

The Invisible 
Importance of tradition and 
ceremonies 
Value of food 
Honoring the spirit of ancestors 
Community trust and honesty 

The Cultural Iceberg
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The Blind Men and The Elephant
The parable “The Blind Men and the Elephant” asks us to think about how we view our world and 
how we too often jump to conclusions before gaining a more complete perspective. Read and then 
answer the questions below.

• How does the lesson of this parable relate to the challenge of providing an accurate picture 
of a culture through a single piece or even a single collection of student art? 

• How complete a view of culture did your class’ collection of art provide for your partners? 
Were there important aspects that you and your classmates didn’t cover?  

• How complete a view of culture did your partner class’ collection of art provide for you? Do 
you have any clarifying follow-up questions you would like to ask them? 

The Blind Men and the Elephant 
John Godfrey Saxe (1816-1887) 

It was six men of Indostan 
To learning much inclined, 
Who went to see the Elephant 
(Though all of them were blind), 
That each by observation 
Might satisfy his mind. !
The First approached the Elephant, 
And happening to fall 
Against his broad and sturdy side, 
At once began to bawl: 
"God bless me! but the Elephant 
Is very like a WALL!" !
The Second, feeling of the tusk, 
Cried, "Ho, what have we here, 
So very round and smooth and sharp? 
To me 'tis mighty clear 
This wonder of an Elephant 
Is very like a SPEAR!” !
The Third approached the animal, 
And happening to take 
The squirming trunk within his hands, 
Thus boldly up and spake: 
"I see," quoth he, "the Elephant 
Is very like a SNAKE!" !

!!
The Fourth reached out an eager hand,  
And felt about the knee 
"What most this wondrous beast is like 
Is mighty plain," quoth he: 
"'Tis clear enough the Elephant 
Is very like a TREE!" !
The Fifth, who chanced to touch the ear, 
Said: "E'en the blindest man 
Can tell what this resembles most; 
Deny the fact who can, 
This marvel of an Elephant 
Is very like a FAN!" !
The Sixth no sooner had begun 
About the beast to grope, 
Than seizing on the swinging tail 
That fell within his scope, 
"I see," quoth he, "the Elephant 
Is very like a ROPE!" !
And so these men of Indostan 
Disputed loud and long, 
Each in his own opinion 
Exceeding stiff and strong, 
Though each was partly in the right, 
And all were in the wrong! 
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